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February 14 has become synonymous
with Valentine’s Day, and on that
day many will take the time to show
their love and appreciation for their
significant other. This year, in the
Christian calendar, February 14 marks
Ash Wednesday – the day when we
are reminded that ‘from dust we came,
and to dust we
shall return’. At
first glance, the
two celebrations
seem poles apart
- one focusing
on the theme
of love, and the
other focusing
predominantly
on the theme of
death. The more
I have thought
about this,
however, the
more I’ve realised
how much the
two have in
common.

St Luke’s Nativity
what it really means to love. He says it
himself: ‘Greater love has no one than
this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends’ (John 15.13). The act of looking
towards the cross is something that we
should seek to do daily, as reflecting
on the death and resurrection of Jesus
spurs us on to love others in a similar
way to the way
that Jesus loves us.

My challenge to
you this Lent is to
find new ways of
daily celebrating
your love for
others, which is
best exemplified
by Jesus’ love for
you. I hope that
the end of the 40
days would be only
the beginning, or
a step along the
way, of a lifetime
of fulfilling the
commands of
God. Jesus says:
‘I give you a new
Ash Wednesday
commandment…
marks the
just as I have
beginning of
loved you, you
Lent – the season
also should love
in which, like
one another. By
Jesus, we turn
The East window in St Mary’s showing the
this everyone will
our face towards crucifixion (Photo: Michael Moore)
know that you
Jerusalem (Luke
are my disciples…’ (John 13.34-35).
9.51) and journey towards the cross.
That’s the focus on death. And yet, by
Jess Piper, Curate
dying on the cross, Jesus also shows us

In true St Luke’s style the kids pulled it out
of the bag once again! We always have a
bit of a worrying rehearsal the day before,
when no one seems to have a clue what
they are doing, but it never matters on the
day. Mary and Joseph were perfect - Mary
even got the baby Jesus out of the crib to
give him a cuddle. Once we’d found a crib
that is; he nearly had to
sleep in a box…
Many of the characters
were portrayed by
children dressed as
birds in this lovely
version of the nativity
story. All the birds had
the right amount of
comedic value; some
of the children even
knew all their lines and
remembered most of
the song words. The
shepherds forgot to
run off to Bethlehem in
excitement to go to see

turns to provide home-cooked favourites
for everyone. Soft drinks are available, and
you are welcome to bring your own wine
or beer if you wish. We are more than
happy to supply glasses.

Love & Marriage
Service

Everyone is most welcome whether or not
you attend church. The cut off time for
reservations for each week is the Monday
prior to the lunch; it is possible to book
for several weeks in advance should you
wish to do so.
To make a reservation for the Lunch Club
please call in or contact the Parish Centre
on 0161 929 1537 /
BCPGuest@gmail.com. If you are
interested in hiring any of the three Parish
Centre rooms or St Luke’s for a function,
please contact the Parish Centre.
The heated service unit in the parish centre
kitchen (Photo: Sue Redford)
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twitter.com/
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St Luke’s Nativity (Photo: Lindsay Parish)

Some of the 56 adult volunteers who braved the snow in December to plan the 2018 season
of Bowdon Parish’s Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Award (and socialise with mulled wine, snacks
and mince pies!). 118 young people started their DofE training with the church in January.

When our long-awaited Parish Centre
was opened 11 years ago, it immediately
became very popular as a venue to hire.
It became clear recently that neither St
Luke’s in Bowdon Vale nor the Parish
Centre had kitchens up to the standard
required by caterers. This has now been
rectified and we are indebted to David
Vanderhook at the ConClub for his advice,
support and guidance and his introduction
to Greg Archer from the commercial
kitchen fitters, Contiquip. Both kitchens
are now fully equipped with excellent
equipment for catering.

facebook.com/
BowdonParish

Lindsay Parish

(Photo: George Raffle)

Wednesday Lunch Club

With the new Parish Centre kitchen in
place the revised format Wednesday
Lunch Club started again on a weekly
basis from 24 January at 12.30 pm. A hot
two-course lunch is served with tea and
coffee to follow. A minimum donation
of £3.50 per person is requested. Lunch
is provided by one of six teams who take

the new baby Jesus, and decided they’d
rather have an extra few minutes on the
stage but it didn’t matter at all. They were
extremely cute and who knew sheep could
sing? I love how it all comes together so
well on the day - there really is no Nativity
like a St Luke’s Nativity.
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Bowdon does Soul Survivor!

Regular Sunday Worship
(purple boxes)

St Mary’s

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am Matins (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Choral Matins (BCP)
Evensong (BCP)

We may have taken a year off, but we are
already raring to go. In August thousands of
young people will meet in Peterborough at the
East of England Showground to learn, worship
and pray in tents (yes, really). There are huge
main meetings every day, with the latest worship
music and bands, prayer, and dynamic teaching
on situations facing young people. There are
also smaller seminars where you can learn about
everything from God and mental health to the
finer details of scripture.

6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP)
Parish Centre
Zone2 (SW) and Kids’
10.45 am
Church
Holy Communion (CW)
9.30 am Kids’ Church
All Age Worship

Alec Bonson, Churchwarden and Chief Server

Regular Weekday Services
Soul Survivor 2016 (Photo: Will Sudworth)

St Mary’s
8.30 am
11.30 am
8.00 pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Silent Meditation

Every weekday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday

1.30 pm

First Steps, Parish Centre

Every Thursday

Morning Prayer

Every Tuesday

St Luke’s

CW: Common Worship (2000)

Additional Information for
Sundays in February - March
4 Feb

1st in month, 2nd Sunday before Lent

10.45 am

St Mary’s Oblations: BCN Distributors

10.45 am

Zone2: Service at Bowdon Church School

11 Feb

2nd in month, 1st Sunday before Lent

6.30 pm

St Mary’s: Love and Marriage Service

18 Feb

3rd in month, 1st Sunday of Lent

25 Feb

4th in month, 2nd Sunday of Lent

6.30 pm
4 Mar

St Mary’s: Taizé Service
1st in month, 3rd Sunday of Lent

10.45 am

St Mary’s Oblations: Art Group

A Service of Holy Communion
for Ash Wednesday
Wednesday 14
February,
7.30 pm, St Mary’s
with the Revd Ian
Rumsey and the Choir
of St Mary’s, Bowdon
This service marks the
beginning of Lent, the season
of spiritual preparation for
Easter.

Each week we pray for people living in the Parish
Wk/begin
4 Feb
11 Feb
18 Feb
25 Feb
4 Mar

Anyone who is confirmed and worships regularly can become
a server after being trained and commissioned by the Vicar.
There is a wide age range and a flexible rota is operated to
accommodate individual circumstances (including students
who may only be at home during the holidays). Some servers
prefer the 8 am service whilst others prefer the 10.45 am
service, and this is catered for in the rota.

Servers find it a great privilege to be able to assist during the
service and to be there to help the priest. If you would like to
become a server please do get in touch with me on 0161 980
4055.

St Luke’s

BCP: Book of Common Prayer (1662)
SW: Service of the Word (2000)

Servers assist the clergy at all Sunday communion services. The
server at a communion service prepares the altar beforehand,
performs various specific duties during the service, then clears
the altar and washes and puts away the communion vessels
after the service.

A very popular Christmas dinner is held each year and
donations from this go towards the Parish Project.

Sacred Space

7.00 am

Guild of Servers

We pray for:
Royal Gardens, Windsor Drive, 		
Sandringham Close
Vicarage Lane, Brereton Close, The Mews, 		
The Lymes
Hall Road, Side Road, Hopkins Field, 		
Albanvale Close
York Road, Ash Grove, Eaton Road,
Eaton Court
Stamford Road, Laurel Bank Flats,
Crofton Flats, The Battens

Designed by Ben Dean.
Printed by County Print, Altrincham, 0161 928 5333

Editor’s note:
On 5 January, at the 33rd Servers’ Dinner, 16 people enjoyed
an excellent four-course meal cooked by Helen Bonson and
friends. Alec and Helen’s hard work and generosity raised
£166.50 for ROC.

In the past we’ve seen a week at Soul Survivor
do amazing things for our young people, from
developing their faith to simple things like helping
them to use a potato peeler. The dates for this
year are 18-22 August and the cost is £217,
which covers transport and food as well as the
ticket. There is a reduction for booking before the
end of January. We are taking young people from
year 8 upwards. Please contact Jo Oughton for
more details, or to book: Jo@BowdonChurch.org

Noticeboard
Christingle Services
We raised £561.31 at our two Christingle services
in December. This money will go to The Children’s
Society who help to support and protect the most
vulnerable children. Many thanks to all who donated
money.
Thank you to Clive and Mike
We are incredibly grateful to Clive Goodall who has
run our parish website for the past ten years. Clive has
devoted a lot of time to this important area of church
life and we are thankful for his talents and patience!
We are also very grateful to Mike Parish who has now
taken over the role of webmaster from Clive.
Contact: MichaelParish@BowdonChurch.org
The ‘Good News’ Group
On alternate Friday afternoons, people from local
churches visit residential and nursing homes to
enable residents to sing their favourite hymns and
join in worship. Anyone who would like to share in
this ecumenical activity and who enjoys singing is
encouraged to join us.
Contact: Christine Boardman 0161 980 2747
Chris.Boardman@live.co.uk

Tim Borthwick being commissioned as a server by Bishop Frank Sergeant
(Photo: I-Lee Milward)

Forthcoming Church Events
St Luke’s Coffee Cabin
Mondays, 10.30 am - 12 noon
Drop in for coffee or tea and a toasted teacake or croissant for £1.
Run by Bowdon Cares. St Luke’s Church.
Contact: Liz Taylor-Hayes 0161 928 8563

Volunteers needed to distribute the BCN
We are in need of a few more volunteers to help the
amazing Judith Robertson and her fantastic team to
deliver the BCN to every accessible house in the parish.
If you can help, please contact Judith
Judith@BowdonChurch.org 0161 929 1537

Bowdon Cares Valentine’s Afternoon Tea

Bowdon Youth Festival
1 - 4 February
There will be many music and drama classes to attend
in St Mary’s, the Parish Centre and nearby. Please go
to our website www.BowdonFestival.co.uk for more
details. Please also drop into the Café in the Parish
Centre on Saturday 3, which will be run by the choir.

Saturday 17 February, 9 – 10.30 am
‘St John’s and St Elizabeth’s churches, Altrincham: the first 50 years’,
a talk by Stephen Birchall.
Bowdon Parish Centre. All ladies welcome.
Contact: Sue Coles LCB@BowdonChurch.org

Our Choir in Chester Cathedral
Saturday 10 February, 4.15 pm
The choir of St Mary’s will be singing Choral Evensong
and would love to see some familiar faces in the
congregation. Please do come if you are able.
Eugene Halliday Association
Sunday 11 February, 2.15 pm
‘Ahimsa’ (Compassion), a talk by Dr Joan Ford
Entrance: £6 including refreshments.
St Luke’s Church.
Bowdon History Society
Monday 26 February, 8 pm
‘The life and times of the Canal Duke, Francis Egerton,
third Duke of Bridgewater’, an illustrated talk by
Bernard Dennis.
Bowdon Downs Church.
Contact: Ann Redford 0161 928 8975

Friday 16 February, 12 – 2 pm
St Luke’s Church.
Entrance: £2 by ticket from Judith Robertson
Judith@BowdonChurch.org 0161 929 1537

Ladies’ Continental Breakfast

Afternoon Tea and Conversation
Tuesday 20 February, 2 - 3.30 pm
We meet on the third Tuesday of the month at Bowdon Parish
Centre. Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a friendly afternoon.
With cake, juice, tea and coffee.
Contact: Kaye Gardner 0161 928 1158

Men’s Breakfast
A full English breakfast cooked and served.
Date and speaker to be announced.
Bowdon Parish Centre. All men welcome.
Contact: Will Blanksby MensBreakfast@BowdonChurch.org

Registers
Baptism: We welcome into God’s family
Amelie Hansen
Funerals: We commend to God
Thomas Hannon, Dan Lingard, Anne Williams, Maldwyn Perry,
Joyce Price, Paul Hill, John Shepherd

