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Government

A new Epiphany

It is easy to envisage that the current times
in which we live may well feature in the
history curriculum for students in January
2118. Today there is a plethora of global
examples of different types of government.
Churchill famously said: ‘Democracy is
the worst form of government except all
those other forms that have been tried.’
Certainly, we see that the democracy that
we prize so highly is far from perfect.

imperfections of mankind and of God’s
solution for good government, namely
Jesus. One Bible reading is taken from the
book of Isaiah, probably written around
800 BC: ‘For to us a child is born, to us
a son is given, and the government will
be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace’ (Isaiah
9.6)

For most of us, the concept of carols and
carol services is indelibly associated with
the seasons of Christmas or Advent.
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Bowdon) – were written for the mystery
play or crib. Most of them share a joyful
and often dance-like quality.

We will be holding our first Epiphany
Carol service at Bowdon on Sunday 7
January at 6.30 pm as an extension and
development of our already kaleidoscopic
liturgical pattern of worship, and very
much hope that this new initiative will be
welcomed and embraced by members of

Dip your toe in a ‘Stream’ in Lent 2018….
will be out in mid-January, in good time
for people to see what is on offer and to
sign up for the Stream/Streams that interest
them. Please do look out for flyers and
signing up sheets in all our churches then.

Creativity of all flavours is a massive gift
from God; it can enable us to understand
and experience things in a different way.
So, instead of giving something up for Lent,
why not consider trying something different
– possibly even something that you have
never done before?

Lent 2018 will be an early one, and we are
planning that the workshops will take place
over 4 weeks, from 26 Feb – Mar 23, so that The Resurrection of Christ
by Paolo Veronese
Holy Week remains clear. The full details
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We hope that further additions to
enrich our regular pattern of worship
may follow in due course – particularly
on Sunday evenings; we are already
planning a Songs of Praise service to
include hymns and worship songs for
Pentecost on 20 May 2018.

Roger Bryan,
Organist and Associate Director of Music

Epiphany
Carol Service

The precise menu isn’t yet finalised, but we
hope that it will include art, psalm writing,
prayer walks, Lectio Divina, Contemplative
Prayer, Signing and Movement, a Book
Group, Death and Resurrection in Poetry,
Journaling, Food, Flowers, and other
things, all with an overall theme of
Resurrection/New Life.

The Adult Discipleship Group is beginning
to think ahead to Lent. Our idea is to do
something creative. In a previous parish,
Ian and I (plus many others) laid on a
collection of workshops (‘Streams’), all
with a spiritual focus/ theme, but using
creativity as the vehicle. We had a menu of
different activities, including photography,
movement/signing, prayer walks and craft of
varying descriptions. People found it really
helpful and enjoyable.

www.BowdonChurch.org

our congregation and wider community
who may not be regular Sunday evening
worshippers.
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A Fresh Expression in York

Regular Sunday Worship
(purple boxes)

St Mary’s

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am Matins (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Choral Matins (BCP)

On 25 November a group of us from Zone 2 and
St Mary’s was delighted to attend the annual
Fresh Expressions conference in York, not only
because York is such a beautiful city, but also
because our very own Revd Canon Phil Potter
was leading the event. A cold but sunny York
welcomed us as we crossed the historic streets
of the city to our first destination, St Michael le
Belfrey church, situated next to York Minster.
We were treated to lively worship to open the
event, followed by a sermon from none other
than the Archbishop of York, the Most Revd Dr
John Sentamu, who famously cut up his dog
collar on the Andrew Marr show in 2007 in
response to the political situation in Zimbabwe.
It was, needless to say, a very passionate sermon
focusing on St Paul and confidence in the Gospel.

Evensong (BCP)
6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP)
Sacred Space
Parish Centre
Zone2 (SW) and Kids’
10.45 am
Church
St Luke’s
Holy Communion (CW)
9.20 am Kids’ Church
All Age Worship

St Mary’s
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Silent Meditation
First Steps

Every Thursday

All in all, it was a truly delightful nativity,
and everyone should be proud of their
contribution.

Revd Canon Phil Potter leading at the Conference
(Photo: Fresh Expressions)
Morning Prayer

BCP: Book of Common Prayer (1662)
SW: Service of the Word (2000)

Every Tuesday
CW: Common Worship (2000)

Additional Information for
Sundays in January - February
7 Jan

1st Sunday of Epiphany
9.20 am

10.45 am
6.30 pm
14 Jan

St Luke’s: Please note earlier start time
St Mary’s Oblations: PCC
St Mary’s: Epiphany Carol Service
2nd in month, Baptism of Christ

9.20 am

St Luke’s: Please note earlier start time

6.30 pm

St Mary’s: Choral Evensong
Howells - Collegium Regale
Mendelssohn - When Jesus our Lord

21 Jan

3rd in month, 3rd Sunday in Epiphany

9.20 am
28 Jan

St Luke’s: Please note earlier start time
4th in month, 4th Sunday in Epiphany

9.20 am
4 Feb

St Luke’s: Please note earlier start time
1st in month, 2nd Sunday before Lent

9.20 am

St Luke’s: Please note earlier start time

10.45 am St Mary’s Oblations: BCN Distributors

Registers
Funerals: We commend to God
Arthur Bradshaw, Simon Foster

Remembrance Day November 2017 (Photo: I-Lee Millward)
Each week we pray for people living in the Parish

14 Jan
21 Jan
28 Jan
4 Feb

We pray for:
Stanhope Road, Stanhope Road Flats and
Marlow Drive
Blueberry Road, Eyebrook Road,
Filleigh, Barry Rise
Ashley Road Flats, Springbank Flats,
Littlemere Court, Garner Close
Wolsey Drive, Kings Acre, Courtney Place
Royal Gardens, Windsor Drive, Sandringham
Close

Angels and bubbles
(Photo: Sarah Innes)

This was followed by a choice of seminars to
attend in various venues throughout the city.
The seminars were truly engaging and we left
feeling inspired to create and grow our own
fresh expressions of church within our local
communities.

Karen James

It was an amazing day; we’re looking forward to
next year!
Louise Johnson

Noticeboard
St Luke’s Service Time Change
The Sunday morning services at St Luke’s will start 10
minutes earlier than usual at 9.20 am from the start of
January until half-term in February.
The hope is that this will allow those leading worship
to stay until after the end of the service.
The St Luke’s Committee will review the service start
time after this experimental period and in light of the
congregation’s thoughts and comments.
Eugene Halliday Association
Sunday 14 January, 2.15 pm
‘Spirituality in Humour’, a talk by Ken Cholerton.
Entrance: £6 including refreshments.
St Luke’s Church.
Bowdon Youth Festival 2018
1 - 4 February 2018
There will be many music and drama classes to attend
in St Mary’s, the Parish Centre and nearby. Please go
to our website www.BowdonFestival.co.uk for more
details. We need a number of volunteers to deliver the
Youth Festival. If you are interested, please contact
Susan@BowdonFestival.co.uk

Bible Reading Fellowship

Wk/begin
7 Jan

Supersonic angels
(Photo: Sarah Innes)

The nativity itself was combined with
the main church service; this began with
a piece from the trebles in the choir, and
included many favourite nativity songs
and carols.

A special mention should also go to the
church orchestra led by Michael Dow,
which was as outstanding as ever and
included musicians of all ages from the
whole church community.

St Luke’s
7.00 am

The script was given a contemporary
twist, the costumes were stunning,
everyone remembered their lines
(nearly), the singing was delightful, and
if you managed to get a glimpse of the
crib you’d have noticed a very content
real baby cast in the leading role.

Every weekday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday

Parish Centre
1.30 pm

We couldn’t have asked for a more Christmassy nativity this
year. It was freezing cold and snowing outside and there was
even a giant snowman directing the
performance, ably assisted by Father
Christmas and Wiseman 3.

Revd Ian Rumsey looked to have
thoroughly enjoyed the performance. He
commented: ‘My personal favourite bit
was the supersonic angels.’ Cast member
Robin James, aged 7, added: ‘I thought
it went really well; the costumes were
great, although mine was a bit baggy.’

Regular Weekday Services
8.30 am
11.30 am
7.30 pm

It snowed, the stars shone,
and baby Jesus was the real deal

The Bible Reading Fellowship (BRF) has produced a new
publication called Bible Reflections for Older People.
This resource includes notes and meditations on subjects
especially relevant to people ‘of a certain age’.
It is in large print format and is published every four
months. The annual subscription is £14.97 for three
issues if ordered as part of a group (£18.75 is the usual
annual cost).
If you would like to subscribe, please enter your name
and contact details on the sheet which will be found at
the back of St Mary’s and St Luke’s churches in January.
This will include an option to try just one issue for £4.99.
Payment will only be required when you receive the MayAugust issue.
Rodney Jones, BRF co-ordinator

Designed by Will Sudworth. Printed by County Print, Altrincham, 0161 928 5333

St Mary’s Church Nativity 2017 (Photo: Simon Wood)

Forthcoming Church Events
St Luke’s Coffee Cabin
Mondays, 10.30 am - 12 noon
Drop in for coffee or tea and a toasted teacake or croissant for £1.
Run by Bowdon Cares. St Luke’s Church.
Contact: Liz Taylor-Hayes 0161 928 8563
Please note that the Coffee Cabin will not be open on Mondays 25
December or 1 January.

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 13 January, 8 – 9.30 am
A full English breakfast cooked and served.
Speaker to be announced.
Bowdon Parish Centre. All men welcome.
Contact: Will Blanksby MensBreakfast@BowdonChurch.org

Afternoon Tea and Conversation
Tuesday 16 January, 2 - 3.30 pm
We meet on the third Tuesday of the month at Bowdon Parish
Centre. Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a friendly afternoon.
With cake, juice, tea and coffee.
Contact: Kaye Gardner 0161 928 1158

Ladies’ Continental Breakfast
Saturday 20 January, 9 – 10.30 am
Speaker Lawrence Bettany: ‘Love in action, caritas in the community’.
Bowdon Parish Centre. All ladies welcome.
Contact: Sue Coles LCB@BowdonChurch.org
Congratulations...
...to the 32 young people who received their
DofE Gold Expedition Certificates, having
completed their presentations to a panel of
judges led by Chris Oughton in November
2017.
(Photo: Will Sudworth)

