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Aiming high

Confirmation

One of the many enjoyable things about
being part of the Bowdon community is
meeting an endless stream of inspiring
people who have achieved, or are in the
process of achieving, great things in so
many walks of life.
Aiming high is intrinsically a part of
our community’s DNA, whether in the
building of careers, exciting projects, or
simply aiming to make a great home.
The Church is in the business of waving
the ‘high’ flag from a very different
perspective, and
when it thinks
‘big picture’, it
automatically
begins to think
very long-term
as it seeks to
bring heaven and
eternity into the
frame. Having an
eternal perspective
offers us the
capacity for more
perspective, more
humility, more
comfort and far
more inspiration.
CS Lewis once
wrote:

earth thrown in. Aim at earth, and you’ll
get neither”.
The apostle Paul thought and wrote
similarly:
“We fix our eyes not on what is seen, but
on what is unseen. For what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”
(2 Corinthians 4:18)
In November, the church in Bowdon
will be fixing its eyes in two directions,
seemingly very different but with
everything in common in the context of
eternity. Looking
back, we will
remember those who
sacrificed all so that
we might live, many
very young when
they died. Looking
forward, we will
focus on the young
in our midst as we
launch the vision of a
new future for their
development and
well-being, and seek
to appoint a Pioneer
Youth Minister.
As we focus on both,
we will be aiming
high in celebrating
and drawing inspiration from the God of
‘yesterday, today and forever’!

Scarecrows welcoming the congregation to
St Mary’s & Zone2 Harvest Service in October.

“If you read history you’ll find that the
Christians who did most for the present
world were those who thought most of
the next… Aim at heaven, and you’ll get

We all have a part to play

Revd Canon Phil Potter

At 11 am every year on the 11 November this country, joined by
countries around the Commonwealth and Europe, falls silent to
remember those who have died in war from World War 1 right
up to the present day.

On Sunday 1 October 2017 seven young
people and four adults were confirmed.
It was an opportunity that I will never
forget!
We had some confirmation classes on
the two Mondays and
the Saturday before
the service, led by Ian
our Vicar, Jess, Jo and
Catherine. They were
fun and we learnt a
lot about prayer: when
we do it, how we do
it and where we do it.
Even though I was the
only boy it was fine as
it was a great way to
make friends with the
girls.

On the actual day
Bishop Libby Lane, Vicar Ian Rumsey and Ministry Team members with
of the service I
the confirmation candidates.
felt nervous but
(Photo: I-Lee Millward)
also excited. I had
grandparents, cousins,
India Lord was baptised and then we were
my auntie, my godfather and lots of
confirmed by the Bishop, which involved
friends there to support me. The church
her making a cross on each of our heads
had a great atmosphere with families and
and giving us all a blessing. The service
friends of the other candidates and the
ended with us having holy communion
full choir. We were lucky to have Bishop
for the first time. Afterwards there were
Libby, who was the very first female
Bishop in the Church of England and who homemade cakes which went down
extremely well. I would like to thank all
lives locally. She was very supportive and
the team and the Bishop who helped us
interested in us all.
throughout the classes and the service.
During the service some of us were
Ben Wood, aged 12
interviewed by Jess and Catherine about

not just to remember the violence and the horrific sacrifices
made, but we stop to reflect on the ongoing fight for freedom,
justice and peace and to commit ourselves afresh to that cause.

This year in particular, the
nation has remembered
specifically the Battle of
Passchendaele.
I don’t know if you watched
the coverage of the
commemorations or if you have
even visited the battlefields
themselves, but I was struck
afresh at the numbers.
550,000 Allied and German
Troops killed at Passchendaele.
Many more injured.

why we were here. I explained that I
wanted to be confirmed following my
trip this year to New Wine, where I really
enjoyed all the youth seminars and met
a lot of other friends who had a strong
faith.

2017 also marks 100 years since
the creation of the Women’s
Army Auxiliary Corps, the first
all-female unit in the British
Army. Within one of the darkest
hours of the world, when many
were forced to experience
sacrifice, there is a recognition
that everyone, no matter who
they were, had a part to play.
That is as important today as
ever.

Prayer Week
Sunday 26 November
to Sunday 3 December
We will focus on prayer as we enter
Advent. Activities will include new prayer
stations in the Chapel of the Cross,
activities to try at home, a Taizé service,
prayer walks, bible study and meditation.

We all have a part to play in
building a world marked with
the values of peace, justice and
550,000. The number of dead Poppy wristbands (Photo: Calum Piper)
freedom. A world based on
would fill up the seats in Old
hope. As we stop, I encourage
Trafford 7.2 times.
you to ask the question: What is my role in building this world
of peace and hope? And as you do, remember the words of
Each number represents someone who had a family and had
Jesus: ‘Love one another as I have loved you’. (John 15:12)
a whole future ahead of them. They died for the sake of
freedom, liberty and justice. When we stop at 11 am, we stop
Revd Calum Piper
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Two decades of serving
the community

Regular Sunday Worship
(purple boxes)

St Mary’s

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am Matins (BCP)

The Voluntary Transport Group, VTG, was formed
in September 1997 and is now celebrating its
twentieth birthday.

10.45 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Kaye Gardner and her husband John, regular
worshippers at St Mary’s, decided to run it from
their home in Bowdon with the help of many
others.

Choral Matins (BCP)
Evensong (BCP)
6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP)

Robert Izod, a retired accountant, gave his
services to help run the financial side and a grant
of £200 from the Council started the system
rolling. Voluntary drivers, now numbering 45,
were recruited from the South Manchester area
and within no time the system was running.

Sacred Space
Parish Centre
Zone2 (SW) and Kids’
10.45 am
Church
St Luke’s
Holy Communion (CW)
9.30 am Kids’ Church
All Age Worship

Nathan, Holly and Michael (Photo: Jo Oughton)

The reason Underground is so popular and not seen as a purely
religious group, which might put off some young people, is that
it uses examples of God in situations in modern society. We
also play entertaining games that have a religious moral; one
example is an activity that revolves around teamwork. Activities
like these keep people interested and help to build friendships
with others. The main priority for the leaders is always what
the young people will get out of it, and every time we leave on
a Friday night there is always something to take away from it;
whether it’s a new friend or a better version of yourself.

Regular Weekday Services
St Mary’s
8.30 am
11.30 am
8.00 pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Silent Meditation

Every weekday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday

1.30 pm

First Steps, Parish Centre

Every Thursday

Morning Prayer

Every Tuesday

St Luke’s

BCP: Book of Common Prayer (1662)
SW: Service of the Word (2000)

CW: Common Worship (2000)

Additional Information for
Sundays in Nov - Dec
5 Nov

1st Sunday, All Saints

10.45 am

6.30 pm

St Mary’s Oblations: Wednesday Lunch
Zone2 at Bowdon Church School
St Mary’s - All Souls’ Service
for the dear departed
Duruflé Requiem
2nd Sunday, 3rd before Advent
Remembrance Sunday

12 Nov
9.30 am

St Luke’s - Service of Remembrance
St Mary’s - Service of Remembrance
followed by laying of wreaths at St Mary’s
War Memorial. No Holy Communion.

10.45 am

6.30 pm

Zone 2 and Kids’ Church mark
Remembrance Sunday in the Parish Centre
and join St Mary’s congregation at the War
Memorial at 11.40am
St Mary’s - Choral Evensong
Murrill in E
Holst - Turn back O Man

19 Nov

3rd Sunday, 2nd before Advent

26 Nov

4th Sunday, Sunday before Advent
Christ the King

6.30 pm
3 Dec

St Mary’s - Taizé Service
1st Sunday, Advent Sunday

10.45 am
6:30 pm

Underground is a free social group run by the parish where
young people aged 11-18 can come to make new friends,
master new skills, learn about God through enjoyable and
educational activities, and - most importantly - have fun.

It was set up to meet the needs of local people
with mobility and sight problems who struggled
to attend hospital and clinic appointments.

Holy Communion (CW)

7.00 am

Underground

St Marys
Oblations: Ladies’ Continental Breakfast
St Mary’s - Advent Carol Service

All Souls’ Service
Sunday 5 November, 6.30 pm
Duruflé - Requiem
St Mary’s Church, Stamford Road, WA14 2TR
The Choir of St. Mary’s, Bowdon

Kaye Gardner MBE (Photo: David Roberts)

Over the years, there have been some challenges
but lots to celebrate. The service has saved the
NHS many thousands of pounds in reduced
ambulance use and it has been estimated that
VTG drivers have taken some 25,000 clients to
appointments. Kaye was honoured with an MBE
in 2015.
If you are interested in giving some of your time
to help the community please contact Kaye on
0161 929 6996.
David Roberts

Noticeboard
Caretaker at Parish Centre and St Luke’s
We would like to say a huge thank you to Malcolm
Twist, who has now finished working as caretaker of
the Parish Centre and St Luke’s.
Always going above and beyond the call of duty,
Malcolm and Julie will still be worshipping members
of our parish. We welcome Bernard Logan who has
recently taken over the job of caretaker.
Thank you from Bowdon Lawn Tennis Club
The charity morning on 7 October raised over £900
for Christie Hospital, Save the Children and Nepal
Orphanage Fund. The club would like to say a huge
thank you to all their supporters and helpers.

Recently, three new leaders from the Message Academy have
come to help to run Underground; Nathan, Holly and Michael.
They have brought energy and fun and have helped the other
leaders to create a welcoming atmosphere both for the people
already going to Underground and also for those that want to
join. They are great role models for the young people.
Benjamin Fazal, aged 14
For more details, or to join, please contact Jo Oughton 07734
439371 or Jo@BowdonChurch.org.

Forthcoming Church Events
St Luke’s Coffee Cabin
Mondays, 10.30 am - 12 noon
Drop in for coffee or tea and a toasted teacake or croissant for £1.
Run by Bowdon Cares. St Luke’s Church.
Contact: Liz Taylor-Hayes 0161 928 8563

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 11 November, 8 – 9.30 am
A full English breakfast cooked and served.
Speaker to be announced.
Bowdon Parish Centre. All men welcome.
Contact: Will Blanksby MensBreakfast@BowdonChurch.org

St Mary’s Autumn Big Clean
Saturday 11 November, 9.30 - 11.30 am
All welcome. This is our opportunity to deep clean our Church - many
hands make light work! Dusters, coffee and cake provided.
St Mary’s Church.
Contact: Ann Ford 0161 928 099

Eugene Halliday Association
Sunday 12 November, 2.15 pm
‘Meta Centres in Top Economy’, a talk by Richard
Samuel Perry.
Entrance: £6 including refreshments.
St Luke’s Church.

Ladies’ Continental Breakfast

Bowdon History Society
Monday 13 November, 8 pm
“Early motoring in the North West”, an illustrated talk
by Mr Craig Horner.
Bowdon Downs Church.
Contact: Ann Redford 0161 928 8975

Tuesday 21 November, 2 - 3.30 pm
We meet on the third Tuesday of the month at Bowdon Parish
Centre. Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a friendly afternoon.
With cake, juice, tea and coffee.
Contact: Kaye Gardner 0161 928 1158

Bowdon Youth Festival 2018
1 - 4 February 2018
We are delighted to announce that registration for
classes is now open. Please go to our website
www.BowdonFestival.co.uk to see how you can now
register and pay in one step.
Registration closes on 15 December.

Saturday 18 November, 9 – 10.30 am
A talk by Michael Jackson on Christian Meditation.
Bowdon Parish Centre. All ladies welcome.
Contact: Sue Coles LCB@BowdonChurch.org

Afternoon Tea and Conversation

Advent Carol Service
Sunday 3 December, 6.30 pm
Beautiful, often contemplative, advent music in preparation for the
coming of Christ into the world. With readings and congregational
advent hymns.
St Mary’s Church.

Each week we pray for people living in the Parish

Registers
Baptism: We welcome into God’s family
Lucianna Rose Dixon
Wedding: We congratulate
Joseph Stephen Chadwick and Catherine Victoria Gellatly
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Wk/begin
5 Nov
12 Nov
19 Nov
26 Nov

We pray for:
Heald Close, Heald Drive,
Heald Lawn Flats, Heald Mount Flats,
Heath Wood Flats
South Downs Road, The Dell Flats,
Woodcote Flats, Pinewood Court Flats
Heald Road, Carradale Flats, Selber Flats,
Sherington Flats, Summerlee Flats,
The Beeches
West Road, South Road,
Belfield House Flats

Margarette Murdie would like to thank all those who sponsored her 50mile bike ride. Over £931 has been raised and Gift Aid will be added. The
money will be shared between the Cheshire Historic Churches Preservation
Trust and our churches. (Photo: Derrick Murdie)

