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Christmas adverts
Christmas television adverts have become
something of a national sport. Competition
seems to run wild to see which can score
the most hits on YouTube, and which has
the most endearing storyline. Each one is a
mini-drama designed to get under our skin
and into our wallets.

Let the little children come to me....
looking out from her bedroom window
through a telescope. For Christmas he was
amazed to receive a telescope attached to
some helium balloons from the girl. The
reminder to show people that they are
loved is also very helpful. The storyline,
however, was a bit far-fetched.

And yet I wonder how believable the advert
Some of the adverts unashamedly tug on
that told the real Christmas story would be?
our heartstrings, like John Lewis’s offering
from 2011 featuring a little boy who just
The creator of the
can’t wait for
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Christmas to
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human baby to a very
on Christmas
ordinary couple. His
morning to leap
first visitors included
from his bed.
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somewhat
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riding academics
past the large
who definitely didn’t
pile of presents.
consult the John
Instead he treads
Lewis gift catalogue.
carefully into
Amy and Lucy Innes taking a break from the Nativity Doesn’t sound very
his parents’
rehearsal at St Mary’s last year (Photo: Richard Vince) plausible does it?
bedroom to
And yet that is the
deliver the present that he has been waiting wondrous event that we will be celebrating
for so long to give them. The message is
as excitedly as ever at any and all of our
clear: the best thing about Christmas is
Christmas events and services across the
giving presents to the people whom we
parish.
love. And we wouldn’t disagree.
We would love to have your company, and
The John Lewis Christmas advert last
hope very much that you will come to join
year was also heart-warming. It showed
the party.
a lonesome man sitting on a bench on
Ian Rumsey, Vicar of Bowdon
the moon, who was noticed by a little girl

The church leaders of today are often
faced with the huge and wonderful
challenge of designing a church service
that appeals to all ages. Can our
differing needs ever be met in the same
hour?
All Church of England
priests taking up a parish
appointment are asked
at their installation to
affirm that they will
‘proclaim afresh in each
generation’ the faith
that they have inherited.
This inheritance
reflects statements
of belief agreed at
the Reformation and
recorded as the Thirtynine Articles, which
still stand today as the
bedrock of Anglican
doctrine:

diversity of styles of worship and hold
a wide range of services. In our services

and games as well as helping people with their practical needs
and training. The visible emotional uplift that the Streetwise Opera
performers gained from singing well known arias really moved me.
After talks from the Booth Centre CEO and two ex-rough sleepers,
we went out into the cold. The Booth Centre gave us drinks and
food throughout the night and we could use the cathedral, so this
really was sleeping rough
for softies. Still, we were
showing solidarity in some
way.

So far the sleepout has raised
When we set out on
more than £34,000 for the
Friday 4 November I felt
Booth Centre, of which £400
a bit anxious, as I had
came from my generous
never been camping or
sponsors. The experience has
even slept in a sleeping
definitely made me grateful
bag. I was wrapped
for a warm bed and a roof
up so warmly that my
over my head. And I had
glasses steamed up! At
fun – I would definitely do
the cathedral we learned
it again. Who wants to join
about the work of the
me?
Booth Centre. People who
Mike Duncombe
slip into homelessness
Mike Duncombe all wrapped up (left) in the grounds of Manchester Cathedral (right)
(which is on the increase)
To find out more about the
lose hope, self-esteem and confidence. This makes it really hard
Booth Centre and how you can support them, please see their
for them to improve their situation. Staff at the Booth Centre
website, www.boothcentre.org.uk, or the information at the back
work to build self-esteem and confidence through singing, drama of St Mary’s.
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Of course there is
occasional joyful
chaos, although not
nearly as much as
you might expect. At
times they humble and
surprise us: one by one
the whole room of
30 children, including
the babies, fell silent
at 11am during the
Remembrance Day
service in Zone2.

It is not necessary
Harry Labiak in Zone2
that Traditions and
(Photo: Deb at Iris and Thyme)
Ceremonies be in all
And for the adults?
places one, and utterly
Deep truth expressed simply is of lasting
like; they may be changed according
value to old and young alike, and was
to the diversities of countries, times,
often the way that Jesus taught. We
and manners.
have much to learn from him.
In Bowdon we are eager to foster a

Booth Centre Sleepout
Every year the Booth Centre, a charity that supports homeless
people in Manchester, organises a sponsored sleepout in the
grounds of Manchester Cathedral to raise awareness and funds.
When Bishop Graham told me at my confirmation last year that
God had “much, much more for me”, I never guessed that
sleeping rough would be part of it. I had known of the Booth
Centre through church
but I had never considered
helping until September,
when Tim Borthwick and I
signed up.

specifically designed for all ages (weekly
in Zone2, monthly in St Luke’s and St
Mary’s) we too commit to proclaiming
afresh the gospel to our newest
digital generation of active learners.
We use accessible
language, affirm their
contributions and give
outlet to their desire
to give and serve,
whilst loving, teaching,
guiding and enjoying
their company.
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Please note this year’s
slightly earlier
11.15 pm start time

Midnight
Communion
Saturday
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St Mary’s
11.15 pm
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for the full list
of Christmas
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Noticeboard

Regular Sunday Worship
(purple boxes)

St Mary’s

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am Matins (BCP)

Holy Communion (BCP)

31 December
Bowdon Youth Festival deadline for applications.
www.BowdonFestival.co.uk

All Age Worship
followed by
Communion

Forthcoming Church Events

Holy Communion (CW)
10.45 am

Evensong (BCP)

Mondays from 10.30 am - 12 noon
Drop in for coffee or tea and a toasted teacake or
croissant for £1.
Run by Bowdon Cares.
No meetings: 19th, 26th December, 2nd January.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Liz Taylor-Hayes, 0161 928 8563

Sacred Space
Parish Centre
Zone2 (SW) and Kids’
10.45 am
Church
St Luke’s
Holy Communion (CW)
9.30 am Kids’ Church
All Age Worship

Men’s Breakfast

6.30 pm Sunday Sessions

Regular Weekday Services
St Mary’s

Sunday Sessions

Every Thursday

The Youth Festival has an exciting new website at
www.bowdonfestival.co.uk, where the syllabus of classes
available can be found. Online booking and payment facilities
are available this year to make things easier for performers,
parents and teachers.

Afternoon Tea and Conversation

Every Tuesday

Tuesday 20 December, 2 - 3.20 pm
An afternoon get together serving tea, coffee, juice
and cakes in a happy atmosphere with a chance for
everyone to talk and catch up.
Contact: Kaye Gardner 0161 928 1158

We need a large number of volunteers to deliver the Youth
Festival – it is very rewarding to be involved and the roles are
very varied. If you are interested, please contact me on
susan@bowdonfestival.co.uk.

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Silent Meditation

Every weekday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday

1.30 pm

First Steps, Parish Centre

St Luke’s
Morning Prayer

CW: Common Worship (2000)

Parish Christmas Lunch

Sundays in
December - January
and Special Christmas worship
4 Dec

1st in month, 2nd Sunday of Advent

10.45 am

Oblations: Confirmation group

11 Dec

2nd in month, 3rd Sunday of Advent

10.45 am

Kids’ Church Nativity Play, St Mary’s

6.30 pm

Choral Evensong,
Bairstow - Let all mortal flesh keep silence
Walmisley in D minor

15 Dec
1.30 pm
18 Dec

Men’s and Ladies’ Joint Early Breakfast
Saturday 14 January, 8.00 - 9.30 am
Parish Centre, Bowdon
Guest speaker: Fr Daniel O’Leary, ‘The heart of Pope
Francis: the heart of you’
RSVP: Mark Oakes MensBreakfast@BowdonChurch.org
or Sue Coles LCB@BowdonChurch.org
All welcome

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols, St Mary’s

Kindly supported by Bowdon Cares.

Tickets £2 each
All monies donated to the Children’s Society.
For details and tickets:
Linda Woods 0161 928 6179
Judith Robertson 0161 928 5097
Judith@BowdonChurch.org

Thursday
Christingle Service 1, St Mary’s
(particularly suited for younger children)

Saturday, Christmas Eve

11.15 pm Midnight Communion, St Mary’s
4th Sunday, Christmas Day

8.00 am Holy Communion, St Mary’s
Christmas Morning Worship
9.30 am with Bowdon Vale Methodists, St Luke’s
Christmas Morning Worship
10.45 am followed by Holy Communion, St Mary’s
6.30 pm No Evensong on Christmas Day
1 Jan

1st of month, 2nd Sunday of Christmas

8.00 am Holy Communion, St Mary’s
There will be no St Luke’s service but all are invited to join
Common Worship
10.45 am
with Holy Communion, St Mary’s
6.30 pm Evensong, St Mary’s

Vicar Ian Rumsey with guests at Bowdon Cares Afternoon Tea at St Luke’s
(Photo: Judith Robertson)

Jean Gibb couldn’t contain her joy at being invited and was full
of compliments for the team. She said how wonderful it was
to get together for a couple of hours to chat to old friends and
to make new ones. We were all delighted to welcome our new
Vicar, Revd Ian Rumsey, and his wife Colleen to the gathering.
We overheard a number of people say how lovely it was to
meet them.
After the food we played a game of bingo. This was great
fun, especially as nearly every ball had been pulled out before
anybody won a line! This was followed by a raffle, with a good
number of very nice prizes. These were beautifully presented
and received very well by the guests.

4.00 pm Blessing of the Crib, All Age service, St Mary’s

25 Dec

4 November saw the return of the Bowdon Cruise, the flagship
of Bowdon Cares, at St Luke’s Church. The guests embarked
in anticipation of enjoying a fantastic event. They were not
disappointed as a sumptuous spread was prepared and served
by the Bowdon Cares team and other willing helpers.

3 Course Meal including full roast dinner
and all the trimmings.

6.00 pm Christingle Service 2, St Mary’s
24 Dec

Bowdon Cruise afternoon tea

Monday 19 December, 12 noon - 3 pm
St Luke’s, Bowdon

3rd in month, 4th Sunday of Advent

6.30 pm

Susan Sinagola, Chair, Bowdon Festival

Parish Christmas Lunch

Christmas “First Steps” Worship, Parish Centre

Kids’ Church Nativity Play, St Luke’s

4.00 pm

Monday 19 December, 12 noon
St Luke’s, Bowdon
See details below

Thursday

9.30 am

22 Dec

Classes are
offered in music
(instruments,
voices,
ensembles and
choirs), speech
and drama.

Saturday 10 December, 8 - 9.30 am
A full English breakfast cooked and served by the team
Speaker: “How to maintain psychological resilience”
by Chris Welford, Business Psychologist.
Bowdon Parish Centre
RSVP: Mark Oakes MensBreakfast@BowdonChurch.org
Sunday 11 December, 6 pm for 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm
Contemporary evening worship, starting with food
and ending with an optional pub visit.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Jo@BowdonChurch.org

8.30 am
11.30 am
8.00 pm

BCP: Book of Common Prayer (1662)
SW: Service of the Word (2000)

The festival
allows young
people to
experience
public
performance
in a supportive
environment,
with feedback
from expert
adjudicators.

St Luke’s Coffee Cabin

6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP)

7.00 am

Sunday 11 December, 2.15 - 5.00 pm
Eugene Halliday Association.
Christmas readings and vegetarian food
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane.
Entrance: Donation

Bowdon Youth Festival 2017
Bowdon Festival is an annual event which is supported by the
church as part of its service to the local community, and the
Youth Festival plays an important part. Fundraising events such
as concerts
are held
throughout the
year to cover
the expenses
involved.

Congratulations to Bowdon’s DofE Organising Team on
completing their Double Diamond Challenge: helping over
120 young people through expeditions during 2016

As they left, we invited the guests to come to the Coffee Cabin,
held every Monday morning 10:30 am - 12 noon at St Luke’s,
Vicarage Lane, Bowdon.
Well done Bowdon Cares: another triumph.
Chris Cadman (a willing helper)

Each week we pray for people living in the Parish
Wk/begin

We pray for:

4 Dec

West Rd, South Rd Bowdon, Belfield
House Flats and Handsworth Home
East Downs Rd, Langham Mews, and
Haigh Lawn
The Springs, Talbot Rd and Gaddum Rd
The Lowes, Little Meadow Rd and
Churchfields
Bow Green Rd, Bow Green Mews and
Dunham Mews

11 Dec
18 Dec
25 Dec
1 Jan

Registers
Funerals: We commend to God:
Katharine Perera		
Carol Walton
Baptisms: We welcome into God’s family:
Luis Antonio Corral 		
Milena Sophia Eagles
Sebastian Oscar Theo Dickinson Margot Mary Wilson
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