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Katharine Perera 1943-2016

The joy of remembering
I have a confession to make:
I have mixed feelings about
Autumn. Yes, there is beauty in
the natural world and I do love
jumpers and mugs of tea, but
this season brings with it many
memories of sad events that
seem to accompany the chill in
the air.

‘an-amnesis’ might be
translated as ‘not-forgettingness’. This is where we recall
the Passover and the sacrifice
that Jesus made for us on
the cross in an active way.
These actions remind us that
through Jesus we have hope
for the future, as well as for
the present: hope
of transformation,
new life and deep
sustaining joy even
throughout the
darkest times.

One other thing that
helps me is to imagine
that my grandparents
and others are now
part of a Jedi-type
A new St Mary’s kneeler created by Pat
council of advisers. It
Pickstone in memory of the 1st World War
may be more useful to
recall this line of text, written
Autumn is indeed a time for
by Eric Crozier for Benjamin
remembering. In church we
Britten’s Cantata about St
remember those whom we
Nicholas: “We keep his
loved who have died, and
memory alive in legends that
we honour those who fell so
that we might know freedom our children and their children’s
children treasure still”. Once
and peace. We also actively
the rawness of grieving has
remember throughout the
faded, our memories of those
year. At the heart of every
who have passed away can still
communion service is an act
inspire, bring joy, and indeed
of remembrance called an
hope.
‘anamnesis’. If ‘amnesia’ is
forgetfulness, then
Catherine Cleghorn, Ordinand

Katharine Perera, who has died at the age of 72, was,
along with her husband Suria, an active and much
loved member of our parish community. She created
this prize-winning publication in the form we know it
today and was the editor
for the last eight years.
As a member of the
PCC, a churchwarden
and ultimately the
person who held the
reins of the parish during
our recent interregnum,
her unobtrusive, calm
and thoughtful guidance
has been enormously
valued.

uniquely equipped for this sensitive and difficult task,
combining as she did great firmness of resolve with
extraordinary sensitivity and humanity.
Her Women in Leadership programme fundamentally
changed the role of
women in the university
- witness the 67 female
professors from around
the world who, on
hearing of her illness,
wrote to express their
thanks for Katharine’s
inspirational influence.
They speak of her
warmth, generosity,
compassion, kindness,
and her ability to make
others feel special and
confident in themselves.

Born in 1943 in London,
she survived the blitz
and meningitis (an
early beneficiary of
Katharine receiving the Medal of Honour
In 2013 she received
penicillin), then spent
from Dame Professor Nancy Rothwell
the University of
her schooldays in the
Manchester’s most
Wirral before returning to London to take a degree in prestigious award, the Medal of Honour, and in 2016
English Language and Literature at Bedford College.
became only the sixth person ever to be awarded the
A spell of VSO teaching in Malaysia, where she met
Freedom of the Parish of Bowdon.
Suria, followed.
However, we shall remember her most for her warm
During a distinguished academic career as a teacher,
smile and her unfailing interest in and care for each
then lecturer in English and Linguistics, she wrote
of us as individuals. Her faith was a great example
and lectured extensively on the development of
to all of us and she was an invigorating person to be
children’s reading and writing, and acted as adviser to with even in the last days of her illness. And when
the Department of Education and Science, the BBC
we are in a tricky situation, no doubt her wise words
and Thames TV. As Senior Pro-Vice Chancellor of the
will come back to us. Perhaps that will be her greatest
University of Manchester when the amalgamation
legacy.
with UMIST took place, she successfully integrated
Standing Committee
the two academic communities. Katharine was

100 years after the Battle of the Somme
The Somme Valley is a beautiful region but it has carved its place
into modern history by the statistics of a slaughter that will
forever be associated with it: over one million casualties in the
fighting between July and November 1916, with 57,470 British
casualties on the first
day of the battle alone.
19,240 of these men died.
The toll was relentless.

Death in war is sacrifice. The huge wars of the last century and
many conflicts since have been fought by people who have died
or been damaged for the benefit of others. This includes those of
other nations and races. In sacrifice, lives are joined. Whether out
of a conflict that compels men and
women to act as they must, or
out of sympathy that urges them
to act in unison for the benefit of
others, sacrifice shows that we live
and die together.

Many battalions were
composed of men
recruited from the same
town or village. The idea
was that this bound them
together: it made for good
morale. It also made for
the devastation of local
populations. Of the 720
men of the ‘Accrington
Pals’ who went into battle
on the 1st July 1916,
584 became casualties.
In this centenary year of
The Somme today (Photo: iStock/MadMickandMo)
the Battle of the Somme,
death like this is inconceivable. But it remains with us, as do the
deaths from all those conflicts since. And so we remember.
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The Royal British Legion,
civic leaders and uniformed
organisations will join us for
the service of Remembrance
and the laying of wreaths at
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the full list of
Remembrance Services
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Noticeboard

Regular Sunday Worship
(purple boxes)

St Mary’s

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Thank you to everyone who supported the charity
morning at Bowdon Lawn Tennis Club. £325 was
donated to each of the nominated charities: Friends of
Rosie, Stockdales, and Save the Children Fund.

9.30 am Matins (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Holy Communion (BCP)

10.45 am

Evensong (BCP)
6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP)
Sacred Space

Voice - Fortnightly Mondays 7 - 8.30 pm
Are you 7-18 years old and would like the chance
to make outstanding music whilst exploring and
expressing the Christian faith?
St Peter’s, Hale
Contact: Simon@VoiceMusic.org.uk or 07841 435358,
www.voicemusic.org.uk

Parish Centre
Zone2 (SW) and Kids’
10.45 am
Church
St Luke’s
Holy Communion (CW)
9.30 am Kids’ Church
All Age Worship
6.30 pm Sunday Sessions

Regular Weekday Services
St Mary’s
8.30 am
11.30 am
8.00 pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Silent Meditation

Every weekday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday

1.30 pm

First Steps, Parish Centre

Every Thursday

Morning Prayer

Every Tuesday

St Luke’s

BCP: Book of Common Prayer (1662)
SW: Service of the Word (2000)

CW: Common Worship (2000)

Sundays in November - December
6 Nov

1st Sunday, 3rd before Advent

10.45 am

Oblations at St Mary’s, Bowdon Cares

13 Nov

2nd Sunday, 2nd before Advent
Remembrance Sunday

9.30 am

Remembrance Service at St Luke’s
Service of Remembrance followed by laying
of wreaths at St Mary’s Cenotaph. (No Holy
Communion)

10.45 am

Zone 2 and Kids’s Church mark Remembrance
Sunday in the Parish Centre and join St Mary’s
congregation at the War Memorial at 11.40am

Bowdon Cares Cruise Afternoon Tea
Friday 4 November, 2 - 4 pm
St Luke’s Church
Contact: Liz Taylor-Hayes, 0161 928 8563

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 12 November, 8 - 9.30 am
A full English cooked and served by the team
Speaker: Richard Abbott talking about his work with
Open Doors easing the Syrian refugee crisis.
Bowdon Parish Centre
RSVP: Mark Oakes MensBreakfast@BowdonChurch.org

Bookings close 31 Dec 2016. Register: www.BowdonFestival.co.uk

Next stop ordination…
In recent years our congregations in Bowdon have earned a
reputation for raising, equipping and sending out leaders to
other churches. This reflects the overall mission of the Church of
England to revitalise and reform the Anglican Church.

Fret not! Ambi will remain
a familiar face in our
congregations as we are her
base for practical experience
as well as her sending church.

Afternoon Tea and Conversation

Ambi tells us: “I have had
degree. (Photo: Andy Naylor)
a fantastic time being part
of the leadership team in Bowdon. St Mary’s and St Luke’s are
inspirational communities of faith that show just how relevant
the church is to 21st century life. I’m delighted to be able to
continue here in a new way, as an ordinand and future church
leader.” We wish Ambi all the best.

4th Sunday, Advent Sunday

Oblations at St Mary’s, Confirmation Group

Confirmation Service

Sunday 20 November, 10.45 am, St Mary’s Bowdon
Bishop Frank Sargeant
You are invited to support and encourage the candidates
as they publicly affirm their Christian faith. Please join them
afterwards to celebrate with cake and refreshments in the
Parish Centre
Each week we pray for people living in the Parish
Wk/begin

We pray for:

6 Nov

South Road Hale, South Downs Drive
and Ashley Mill Lane North
Stamford Road, Crofton Flats, The Battens
Chesham Place, Chesham House Apartments,
Garner Close and Hollywood
Heald Road, Heath Wood Flats, Carradale
Flats, Heald Lawn Flats, Heald Mount Flats,
Selber Flats, Sherington Flats, Summerlee Flats,
the Beeches, Heald Close and Heald Drive
West Road, South Road Bowdon, Belfield
House Flats and Handsworth

4 Dec

Jo Oughton, Jo@BowdonChurch.org

Sunday 13 November, 6 pm for 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm
Contemporary evening worship, starting with food
and ending with an optional pub visit.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Jo@BowdonChurch.org

27 Nov

27 Nov

Mondays from 10.30 am - 12 noon
Drop in for coffee or tea and a toasted teacake or
croissant for £1.
Run by Bowdon Cares.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Liz Taylor-Hayes, 0161 928 8563

These groups have always thrived on the amazing volunteers
who have helped to make sure that the groups have great food,
a listening ear, and a great Christian role model. If you are an
adult who could spare a couple of hours a week at tea-time,
you would be an answer to prayer. If you are one of these
precious people, please email me or just catch me at church.

Sunday Sessions

Confirmation Service with Holy Communion at
St Mary’s (CW)
Bishop Frank Sargeant
(formerly Bishop of Stockport)

13 Nov
20 Nov

St Luke’s Coffee Cabin

If you or a young person you know wants to try out one of the
groups, or if there is a group of friends who would like to start a
new group together, please speak to me.

1st Sunday, 2nd Sunday of Advent

10.45 am

10.45 am

Forthcoming Church Events

“Being part of a Mettle group wasn’t just great fun and a
chance to hang out with friends; it helped me to learn a lot
about who Jesus is, why he is relevant to my everyday life, and
how the bible can help with the kinds of issues that teenagers
face.” James Heatley, Worcester College, Oxford.

Advent Carol Service, St Mary’s

3rd Sunday, Sunday before Advent
Christ the King

4 Dec

Monday 21 November, 8 pm
Bowdon History Society welcomes Ann Beswick on
“The women who made Manchester”. Contact Ann
Ford, 0161 928 8975
Bowdon Downs Church.

The young people who have come through these groups are the
heart and soul of our youth work. They are the people we rely
on to help with services like the Christmas Eve Crib Service and
they get the first chance to buy Soul Survivor tickets. We now
have a Fusion group for the Mettlers who have left school. This
is what James had to say about the groups:

1 of 3 – Monday 7 November, 7.30 - 9pm St Luke’s
2 of 3 – Monday 14 November, 7.30 - 9pm St Luke’s
3 of 3 – Saturday 19 November, 10 - 12noon St Mary’s
Contact: Kay in the office Admin@BowdonChurch.org

20 Nov

6.30 pm

Sunday 13 November, 2.15 pm
Eugene Halliday Association. The Two Alans – Q&A
with discussion
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane.
Entrance £6 including refreshments

Some of the Mettlers at Soul Survivor earlier this year

We are delighted to
report that our very own
Ambi Naylor has been
recommended by a Bishop’s
Advisory Panel to train to be
a priest. Whilst going through
the selection process for
ordination she also completed
a master’s degree at Nazarene
Theological College, which
she passed with distinction.
She is now training at
Cranmer Hall, Durham
University, where she hopes to
complete a PhD.

Choral Evensong at St Mary’s
Holst - Turn back O Man

6.30 pm

When we dropped four teenagers off at an Armed Forces Easter
Camp we had no idea that on their return they would establish
a tradition of youth bible study groups. Our Mettle groups are
now an inspiration to churches across the country.

Margarette Murdie would like to thank everyone
who sponsored her Church Bike Ride and Stride
for their generosity. A wonderful total of £1176.50 has
been collected so far in sponsorship, and Gift Aid will
also be added. The money will be split equally between
the Historic Cheshire Churches Preservation Trust and
our church.

All Age Worship
followed by
Communion

7.00 am

Thank you to Alec & Helen Bonson for the
wonderful Harvest Hot Pot on Sunday 9 September,
which raised £235 for our Parish Development work
with children and young people.

Pizzas, Burgers, Music, Bibles
and Laughter

Autumn St Mary’s Big Clean
Saturday 12 November, 9.30 - 11.30 am
Tackling the more difficult/inaccessible jobs - extra help
needed, especially if you are ‘ladder trained’. Dusters,
coffee and cake provided.
St Mary’s Church, Bowdon
Contact: Ann Ford, 0161 928 0996

Confirmation Classes

Tuesday 15 November, 2 - 3.20 pm
A happy social occasion where those of a slightly older
age group can enjoy tea, coffee, juice and cakes, and
lots of friendly conversation.
Contact: Kaye Gardner 0161 928 1158

Ladies’ Continental Breakfast
Saturday 19 November, 9 - 10.30 am
Speaker: Emma Riley, former physiotherapist to Lance
Armstrong
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Sue Coles LCB@BowdonChurch.org

Advent Carol Service
Sunday 27 November, 6.30 pm
St Mary’s Church, Bowdon
Beautiful, often contemplative, advent music in
preparation for the coming of Christ into the world.
With readings and congregational advent hymns

Ambi Naylor receiving her master’s

Kirsten Wood, Parish Development

Registers
Funerals: We commend to God:
Derek Leonard Atkins
Valerie Perry
Baptisms: We welcome into God’s family:
Elliot David Howarth 		
Marisa Ann Green
Betsy Rose Bruce		
Cooper Jack Kenyon
Persephone Willow Kenyon
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