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Finding the music department in our brain
“Music expresses that which cannot be
put into words and that which cannot
remain silent” (Victor Hugo).

into the emotion of critical moments in
our lives. We know from the cinema and
TV how significant the backing sound is
in creating the desired mood.
I sometimes wonder what
would happen if, instead of
mono-beat pop music, Tesco
played something classical or
an Irish jig over their sound
system – we’d probably shop
very differently.

I don’t know where
in our brains the
music department
is located, though a
neurosurgeon could
undoubtedly tell me.
What I do know is that
music lodges inside us
The season of Harvest is
somewhere very deep.
upon us, a time to pause
We all remember,
deliberately to express our
word for word, those
gratitude to God for the
songs learned back at
abundance of his provision.
primary school. When
Our church services will echo
my Mum was in the
The Ministry and Mission Team’s with beautiful music and
advanced stages of
September away day at Foxhill
song, itself a harvest of sound
Alzheimer’s, the one
thing we could still do together was sing gathered from the music departments
hymns. I could take her out to a local café of composers from as far back as three
and her lovely soprano voice would adorn millennia ago through to the present. If
you would like to add your voice to ours,
the room with all four verses of ‘Praise,
please join us.
my soul, the King of heaven’. And yes,
we did receive the occasional look from
Rev Ian Rumsey, Vicar
fellow tea-sippers.
PS As a footnote, and on behalf of
Music has incredible power. It releases an everyone at St Mary’s and St Luke’s, a
explosion of creativity in us. I’m amazed
huge THANK YOU to those who have
at the seemingly endless stream of songs given so generously towards the purchase
which flow off the page of song-writers
of our new hymnbooks. Music plays such
and composers. I should have thought
an important role in our churches and
there weren’t any new tunes left to find, we are looking forward enormously to
but no. And we all have our ‘Desert Island learning new songs as well as revelling in
Disc’ lists of songs which, after hearing
the best of the old favourites.
just the first bar, can arrow us straight

Watch Bear’s Story
alpha.org

The
Alpha
Course

The choir, the cathedral and the beach
St Mary’s choir sang in Chichester
Cathedral for a week in August. The
cathedral was really enjoyable to sing in
and was situated in a great area in the
centre of town surrounded by gardens.
Over the course of
the week we sang
a variety of music,
ranging from older
to more modern.
Some pieces were
upbeat, such as
‘I was Glad’ by
Purcell, and some
were calmer
yet equally well
received, such
as ‘And I Saw a
New Heaven’ by
Bainton.

Bognor Regis and West Wittering. The
weather was unusually good for England
which meant that swimming in the sea
was a great break and really relaxing. We
also enjoyed trips into Chichester and
Arundel, another
nearby town.
On our day off a
few of us went to
Guildford for a day
at the Spectrum
leisure complex. We
went swimming
and tenpin bowling
which was great fun
despite me being
pretty rubbish at
bowling! Other
choir members chose
to go to Portsmouth
to visit sites such
as the Mary Rose
and the harbour.
Everyone thoroughly
enjoyed themselves.

The cathedral
staff were very
welcoming and
ensured we made
the most of our
Well done to the
trip away. Our
choir and thank you
hard work during The Choir in Chichester Cathedral
to everyone who
practice paid off
(Photo: John Lambie)
organised the week.
as we were given
Thanks as well to Ian our vicar and his wife
great feedback by many members of the
Coleen for coming down and visiting us various congregations we sang to as well
it was great moral support. In 2017 we are
as the cathedral staff themselves.
singing in Canterbury and can’t wait.
When we weren’t rehearsing and singing

Hannah Howling

in services we enjoyed group trips out to
various places including the beaches at

Introducing YFC gap year placement Joanna Edworthy
It was clear that Joanna has a real passion for helping young
people find their own personal relationship with Jesus from the
moment that we sat down with her at Soul Survivor. Will and
I met up with her and Dave Atkinson, from Trafford Youth for
Christ, for a coffee and to
discuss her new role in the
parish. Joanna has moved
to Bowdon from Well
Street United Church in
Buckingham to spend her
gap year with us. We are
hosting her in partnership
with Trafford Youth for
Christ and are so glad that
she has joined us.

Esther.
If you could have any superpower which would you pick?
Travelling through time like Doctor Who.
What is your favourite meal?
Roast chicken or Pizza!

Joanna is going to be helping
with the leadership of our
Mettle Groups. Many of our
St Luke’s
young people meet weekly
Church,
in these groups to share food
Vicarage Lane
and fellowship while looking
at some of the issues in their
lives and what the Bible has to
Thursdays
say about them. Her help will
To
help
us
all
get
to
know
till 1 Dec
be central to the groups this
Joanna I asked her some
7.30 for 8 pm
year as they all run at tea-time
very important questions:
and this has proved to be the
What is your favourite
most difficult time in the week
Explore the Christian faith, ask
Disney movie?
to find volunteers for. If you are
questions and share points of view.
interested in joining, either as a
Jo Oughton, Joanna Edworthy, YFC’s Dave Atkinson & Will Sudworth
I’m a huge Disney fan so
young person or as a volunteer
Puddings, wine and soft drinks available this is such a hard question! (Photo: Sophie Hills)
please contact me as we would
I love Tangled and Lilo &
RSVP to
love to find a way for you to be part of these exciting groups.
Stitch equally so probably one of them.
Ambi@BowdonChurch.org
Jo Oughton, Parish Development
Who is your favourite bible character?
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Giant Teddy Bears’ Picnic

Regular Sunday Services
(purple boxes)

St Mary’s

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am Matins (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
10.45 am

The annual Teddy Bears’ Picnic was held this year
at St. Luke’s church on the 4th of August.
Around 25 smiling children and assorted favourite
teddy bears and other cuddly creatures arrived for
an afternoon of craft, songs, stories and picnic
food.
We enjoyed
decorating
gingerbread men
and sticking bowties on to a really
big teddy bear.

Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Worship
followed by
Communion
Evensong (BCP)

6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP)
Sacred Space
Parish Centre
Zone2 (SW) and Kids’
10.45 am
Church
St Luke’s
Holy Communion (CW)
9.30 am Kids’ Church
All Age Worship

Our giant teddy, John Fenton
(Photo: Jill Tyler)

Regular Weekday Services
St Mary’s
8.30 am
11.30 am
8.00 pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Silent Meditation

Every weekday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday

1.30 pm

First Steps, Parish Centre

Every Thursday

St Luke’s
7.00 am

Then we had a
lovely surprise
when a giant
teddy bear turned
up to join us.
Thankfully he had
brought lots of
special treats for
the children! (This
was the lovely
John Fenton, our
Lay Reader.)

The sun shone for our picnic and the children all
enjoyed the lovely outdoor space at St Luke’s.
I would like to offer many thanks to all the
wonderful helpers.
Alison Roberts

Forthcoming Church Events
St Mary’s open for visitors

Morning Prayer

BCP: Book of Common Prayer (1662)
SW: Service of the Word (2000)

Every Tuesday
CW: Common Worship (2000)

Sundays in October - November

Every Sunday in October, 2 pm to 4 pm
Explore the building’s beauty or just enjoy the peace.
Contact: Ann Ford, 928 0996

St Luke’s Coffee Cabin

2 Oct

1st Sunday, 19th after Trinity

10.45 am

Oblations, Guild of Servers

9 Oct

2nd Sunday, 20th after Trinity

Mondays from 10.30 am to 12 noon
Drop in for coffee or tea and a toasted teacake or
croissant for £1.
Run by Bowdon Cares.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact Liz Taylor Hayes, 0161 928 8563

10.45 am

All Age Worship - Harvest

Joint Men’s and Ladies’ Cooked Breakfast

11.00 am

St Luke’s service amended time for Harvest
followed by Harvest Lunch

6.30 pm

Choral Evensong,
Haydn - The heavens are telling

16 Oct

3rd Sunday, 21st after Trinity

23 Oct

4th Sunday, Last Sunday after Trinity

30 Oct

5th Sunday, 4th before Advent,
All Saints’ Day

10.45 am
6.30 pm
6th Nov

Oblations, Bowdon Festival
Choral Evensong – All Souls’ service
Requiem – Lauridsen - Lux Aeterna
1st Sunday, 3rd before Advent

10.45 am Oblations, Bowdon Cares

A Service for All Souls’ Day
Sunday 30 October, 6.30 pm
Lauridsen Requiem - Lux Aeterna
St Mary’s Church, Stamford Road, WA14 2TR
The Choir of St. Mary’s, Bowdon
Director of Music: Michael Dow
Organist: Roger Bryan

Saturday 8 October, 8 am to 9.30 am
A full English cooked and served by the Men’s team
Speaker: Dr Bill Stephens, Bowdon Lawn Tennis Club,
‘Nepal, the earthquake and how BLC has helped’
Bowdon Parish Centre
All men and ladies welcome. Please let us know if you
are coming
Contact: Mark Oakes or Sue Coles
MensBreakfast@BowdonChurch.org
LCB@BowdonChurch.org

We pray for:

2 Oct
9 Oct
16 Oct
30 Oct

Peel Ave, Spring Rd
Seddon Rd, Heath Rd, Richmond Court Flats
South Downs Rd, Pinewood Court
Cavendish Rd, Filleigh, Marloes, Southfields,
Green Bend and Church Bank Flats
Marlborough Rd, Bowdon Rise, Blenheim
Close, Ashley Rd

6 Nov

Katharine Perera has sadly had to step down from her role as
BCN Editor due to illness, but is pleased to announce that Catherine
Cleghorn has kindly agreed to take on the role as Interim Editor
temporarily.
Monday 3 October 7.30 pm for 8 pm
Bowdon Lecture Society welcome Mr S Abbott.
“The Last Drop, Shrewsbury” is a true family history story leading to
the last public hanging in Shrewsbury Jail in 1868.
Altrincham Preparatory School, Marlborough Road, Bowdon.
Contact Beryl Hunwick 928 3644.
Sat 15 October 10.30 am - Noon
Bowdon Lawn Tennis Green Walk are holding a Club Coffee
Morning. Cakes, Curries, Cards, Clutch Bags, Plants and Pot Luck in
aid of Friends of Rosie, Stockdales and Save the Children.
All Welcome Donation £2.00.
Contact: Jean Horrocks 0161 928 1496
Monday 17 October 8pm (after the AGM at 7.30 pm)
Bowdon History Society welcome Nick Bianci on “The Story of
Arighi Bianci”.
Bowdon Downs Church.
Sunday 23 October 2.15 pm
Eugene Halliday Association hold a talk on “Reflexions”, by
Hephzibah Yohannan. St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane.
Entrance £6 including refreshments
Confirmation Service Sun 20 Nov 2016 10.45 am
Bishop Frank Sargeant will be confirming adults and year 8+ and reaffirming vows for those who have already been confirmed and want
to mark a new season in their faith journey.
Please contact Kay in the Parish Office, Admin@BowdonChurch.org
Save the Date: 10-14 Apr 2017
Our wonderful and hugely popular Easter Holiday Club for 5-11
year olds have set their date for next year. Theme to be announced
after Christmas. Contact: Kirsten@BowdonChurch.org

1-2-3 Bungee!
This year forty people from the church community set off to
Soul Survivor. This is the UK’s largest Christian Youth Festival
for 11-18 year-olds, located at the Bath and West Showground
in Shepton Mallet. We chose Week C and camped alongside
10,000 fellow Christians and Christians-to-be.
There were a couple of firsts for me. It was not only my first
time at Soul Survivor but also my first time driving a big white
van full of suitcases and our pop-up kitchen. I knew all about
Soul Survivor through my children and the countless Mike
Pilavachi and Andy Croft YouTube talks I have watched, but at
last this was the real thing.

Pyjama Film Night
Saturday 15 October, 5 - 7 pm
All families in the community are welcome to our
annual film night where we show a U rated film in
the sports hall for children in their pyjamas, whilst
parents have time for drinks, nibbles and a natter in
the adjoining hall.
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Julia@BowdonChurch.org

Duke of Edinburgh Award Open Meeting

Wk/begin

We’re pleased to announce a relaunch of our Cubs: now meeting
on Thu 7-8:30pm from this week following Beavers in small hall.
Limited places available - first come first served.
Call Anthony on 07724 210996, 4bsg.cubs@tiscali.co.uk

Sunday 9 October, 7.30 pm
Celebrating harvest with a community Hot Pot.
Bowdon Parish Centre
Donations for The Parish Development Fund
towards Children and Youth work will be welcomed
Contact: Parish Office 0161 929 1537

Sunday 16 October, 6 pm for 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm
Contemporary evening worship, starting with food
and ending with an optional pub visit.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Jo@BowdonChurch.org

Each week we pray for people living in the Parish

Margarette Murdie is pleased to announce that she successfully
completed her ride round 50 miles of churches. She is now collecting
the sponsorship money, with half for the Historic Cheshire Churches
Preservation Trust and half for our Church.

Harvest Hot Pot Supper

Sunday Sessions

Congratulations to the Bowdon Gold DofE teams who
completed their Qualifying Expedition (Photo: Chris Oughton)

Noticeboard

Sunday 16 October, 8 pm - 9.30 pm
An open meeting for year 9+ and their parents to hear
the plans for Bowdon’s next intake on the Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme.
Bowdon Parish Centre.
Contact: Will@BowdonChurch.org

Afternoon Tea and Conversation
Tuesday 18 October, 2 pm - 3.20 pm
A happy social occasion where those of a slightly older
age group can enjoy tea, coffee, juice and cakes, and
lots of friendly conversation.
Contact: Kaye Gardner 0161 928 1158

Covered in powder paint after Colour Chaos at Soul Survivor
(Photo: Will Sudworth)

The first worship session on the Friday night felt like coming
home. It was such a safe place to meet with God, to feel his
presence and of course to jump about like a lunatic to the
pounding music.
Why bungee? As Miriam Swaffield said in an excellent preach:
just as you can’t bungee jump a bit, with one foot still on the
platform, you can’t be a bit of a Christian. Don’t hang onto the
platform. Jump fully into your Christian life and God will hold
you.
1-2-3 Bungee!
Louise Johnson, Chronic Volunteer

Registers
Weddings: We congratulate:
Aidan Moresby Reay and Ruth Julia Taylor
Baptisms: We welcome into God’s family:
Willow Louise Foster
Zarah Jane Whittenbury,
William John Whittenbury Henry Charles Whittenbury
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