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Boxes, boxes

Our own Urban Heroes

By the time you read this, the memory,
thankfully, will have faded into the past,
but at the moment they are everywhere.
Big ones, small ones, tall ones,
squat ones. Mountains of
them, stacked five high. I’m
surrounded by them; hemmed
in by them. I can only move
by wading through them,
clambering over them, grappling
to shift them out of the way.

visits! But it is certainly an impressive
operation that takes boxing things up to
a remarkable level.

processed, too managed. And some
things will never fit into a box, however
hard we try to stuff them in.
There is a box at the heart of
Christian belief. It was made of
stone rather than cardboard, and
it was designed to contain a dead
body, which it did … for a short
while. But no box on earth could
hold the life which God gives and
Jesus burst out of his tomb, the
first to inhabit life outside the
box.

Boxes. Can’t move for them.
Can’t move without them.

I find I still try to put God in
a box. You probably do too.
But he has a history of being
uncontainable and won’t be,
Ian Rumsey ‘boxed in’ in the vicarage (photo: Colleen Rumsey)
can’t be taped down so that
we can shove him in a corner
So what is it about boxes? There’s a great and pile things on top of him. And the
appeal about them because they are so
more I discover about the unboxed life
Seeing all these boxes, I was struck by
practical and neat. With their clean lines
that Jesus lived and the way he liberated
just how good we are at packaging. If
and regular shapes they snuggle up to
those he met from the boxes that they
there was an Olympic event for boxing
one another very easily. You can dump
had been stuffed into, the more I want
things up, we would be gold medallists.
any old rubbish in them and in an instant, to know how to follow him better. If it is
If you want first-hand experience of the
order is restored. Boxes are also rather
a choice between life with boxes and life
art of packaging at the pinnacle of what
exciting because you never know what
without them, I know which way I would
is humanly possible, you need only go
you are going to find inside them.
jump every time.
to that centre of flat-pack excellence
But I wonder whether we should also
How about you?
a couple of junctions along the M62.
be rather wary of boxes. With boxes,
I recently had to go four times in one
Ian Rumsey, Vicar of Bowdon
everything is so ... contained. Too
week—that’s four years’ worth of
And because we moved into
the vicarage only two days ago
(as I write), you will be able to
picture the scene of cardboard
carnage in every room, as boxes
begin to be opened and empty
ones flattened.

Commemorate a loved one

New website for the next half million

Brand new hymn books have just been
introduced at St Mary’s and St Luke’s. Titled
‘Ancient and Modern’, they bring us a new
and wider selection of the best hymns, both
traditional and contemporary. They also provide
our choir with better four-part harmony
arrangements for our choral services.

Bonning, and a DofE volunteer, Tom
For several years our website was
Hughes. They have now launched
acknowledged as a role model
our new website (with the same
for church websites; it recorded
address: www.bowdonchurch.org)
a staggering half a million views
which should serve us well for the
between its inception in November
next half
2009 and
million views.
September
2015. But
The website
we had
brings to
known for
life easily
some time
accessible
that we
information
needed to
about our
upgrade
church
it so that
services,
it could
music,
be easily
activities
accessed
for children
on smart
Tom Hughes, Will Bonning and Clive Goodall
and young
phones
designing the new website (photo: Will Sudworth)
people,
and tablets,
baptisms,
since these
weddings and funerals, room hires,
are now the platforms used for
community involvement and much
more than 50% of web browsing.
more.

We expect our
hymn books to
last about 25
years, so this is
an important
investment for
us. One of the
ways we are
raising funds is by
commemorating
a loved one on a
book plate at the
front of our new
hymn books. If
you would like
to honour the
memory of a loved
one in this way,
please contact Philip Smyth about donating to
our book plate scheme.
philip.smyth@southroad.org

www.BowdonChurch.org
For the BCN by email, click the link on the website.
facebook.com/
BowdonParish

twitter.com/
BowdonParish

So we were extremely grateful
to Clive Goodall who, having
created our original website, pulled
together a team consisting of a local
professional website designer, Will
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Please visit our new site and share
your feedback with us.
Will Sudworth,
Parish Development Manager

On Saturday 11 June over 900 people
attended the Urban Hero Awards night.
It was a dinner to honour people whose
lives have been changed as a result of
the amazing work that the Message Trust
does.
We were at the event to support three
young women who were confirmed at St
Mary’s last November—Lauren Wilson,
Sophie Wilson and Emily Huetson.
They were being recognized for the
transformation in their lives since they
made the decision to become Christians
last year.

Urban Heroes Lauren Wilson, Sophie Wilson
and Emily Huetson with their awards
(photo: The Message Trust)

Eighteen months ago they were
troublemakers at school, who were
very close to being expelled. They were
causing their parents much anxiety. One
of their teachers told them to spend a
lesson with Brightline, a creative team
that works for the Message Trust. The
band performed songs which told of
the good news of Jesus, and promised
redemption and forgiveness to anyone
who committed their lives to him.
Something so powerful made them want
to hear more, and so they came to see
the band when they played in the Parish
Centre at our Street Academy’s fifth
birthday party. They signed up to join
Street Academy and quickly became part
of the Mettle Group that meets for Bible
study just after the Academy.
Their lives changed dramatically over the
next few months. The people closest to
them saw that they were living with a
different moral code and seemed be lit up
from inside. As a Parish we congratulate
all three of them not only for the award
but also for being fine role models for us
all.
Jo Oughton
Parish Development, Youth Work
If you would like to know more, check out the
Message Trust’s website at
www.message.org.uk or look around their
Enterprise Centre (Harper Road, M22 4RG).
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Regular Sunday Worship

Altrincham Choral Society
in conjunction with Bowdon Festival at St Mary’s

(purple boxes)

St Mary’s

1st

8.00am

Holy Communion (BCP)

9.30am

Matins (BCP)

2nd

3rd

4th

Holy Communion (CW)
10.45am

Come and Sing Mozart

5th

Saturday 17 September, St Mary’s Church
Musical Director: Steven Roberts
Accompanist: Lydia Bryan
Cost £15 (£7 students), including music hire
Contact: Kate Barlow 0161 980 4342 KateBarlow35@btinternet.com

Holy Communion (BCP)

Sundays in July - September

All Age Worship
followed by
Communion
Evensong (BCP)

6.30pm* Choral Evensong (BCP)

3 Jul

1st Sunday, 6th after Trinity

10.45 am
10 Jul

Oblations, Voluntary Transport Group
2nd Sunday, 7th after Trinity
All Age Worship—Pet Service

Sacred Space
* These services will be replaced by Evening Prayer (said) in August,
except on 21 August (see below).

10.45 am

Parish Centre
Zone2 (SW) and Kids’
10.45am
Church
St Luke’s
9.30am

6.30 pm
Holy Communion (CW)
Kids’ Church
All Age Worship

6.30pm

Sundays Sessions

Regular Weekday Services
St Mary’s
8.30 am
11.30 am
8.00 pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Silent Meditation

Every weekday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday

1.30 pm

First Steps, Parish Centre

Every Thursday

St Luke’s
7.00 am

Morning Prayer

BCP: Book of Common Prayer (1662)
SW: Service of the Word (2000)

Every Tuesday
CW: Common Worship (2000)

Please check weekday services during August with Catherine Cleghorn:
Catherine@BowdonChurch.org

Forthcoming Events
St Mary’s open for visitors
Every Sunday in July and August, 2 pm to 4 pm
Explore the building’s beauty or just enjoy the peace.
Contact: Ann Ford, 0161 928 0996

St Luke’s Coffee Cabin
Every Monday, 10.30 am to 12 noon
Drop in for coffee or tea and a croissant or teacake for £1.
Run by Bowdon Cares.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact Liz Taylor Hayes, 0161 928 8563

Eugene Halliday Association
Sunday 3 July, 2 pm
A talk by Dr Alan Roberts
Sunday 17 July, 2 pm
‘The Chinese I Ching’, John Cox
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Entrance £6 including refreshments
Contact: Eugene Halliday Association, 07917 406 689

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 9 July, 8 am to 9.30 am
Speaker to be announced.
Saturday 10 September, 8 am to 9.30 am
Speaker: The Revd Ian Rumsey.
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Mark Oakes, mens_breakfast@btinternet.com

Sunday Sessions
Sunday 17 July, 6 pm for 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm
Contemporary evening worship, starting with food and
ending with an optional pub visit.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Emily and Theo Bowyer,
SundaySessions@BowdonChurch.org

Registers
Baptisms: We welcome into God’s church family:
Charles Thomas Dias
Sofia Higgins
Harvey George King
Willow India Olivia Matthews
Hayley Scott
Weddings: We congratulate:
Robert Bromley Greaterix and Sarah Louise Bailey
Ian James Warriner and Danielle Elizabeth Ault
Funerals: We commend to God:
James Graham
Ethna Sheila Robertson
Alec Walker

We celebrate the wonder and breadth of
creation. Cats, dogs and other pets (on leads
or in suitable containers) are most welcome
to join us. If you don’t have a pet, you can
come dressed up as an animal or just enjoy the
atmosphere.
Choral Evensong
St. Paul’s Service, Howells and ‘Greater love
hath no man’, John Ireland

17 Jul

3rd Sunday, 8th after Trinity

24 Jul

4th Sunday, 9th after Trinity

31 Jul

5th Sunday, 10th after Trinity

10.45 am
10.45 am
6.30 pm
6.30 pm
7 Aug

Holy Communion, St Mary’s (CW)
Oblations, St Mary’s Guild
Café-style all-age worship in the Parish Centre
Evensong (BCP), St Mary’s
Altrincham Christians Together (ACT) St John’s
CoE, St Johns’s Rd, Altrincham, WA14 2DT
1st Sunday, 11th after Trinity

10.45 am

Holy Communion, St Mary’s (CW)
Oblations, Welcomers

10.45 am

Café-style all-age worship in the Parish Centre

6.30 pm

Said Evening Prayer, St Mary’s

6.30 pm

ACT, Altrincham Methodist Church,
Barrington Rd, Altrincham WA14 1HF

14 Aug
10.45 am

2nd Sunday, 12th after Trinity
All age worship, St Mary’s

6.30 pm

Said Evening Prayer, St Mary’s

6.30 pm

ACT, St Mark’s CofE, Dunham Massey,
School Lane, Dunham Massey, WA14 4SG

21 Aug

3rd Sunday, 13th after Trinity

10.45 am Holy Communion, St Mary’s (CW)
10.45 am Café-style all-age worship in the Parish Centre
Choral Evensong, St Mary’s
6.30 pm The choir will sing music from their repertoire
for Chichester Cathedral
6.30 pm
28 Aug

ACT, Altrincham United Reformed Church,
Trinity Hale, 81 Cecil Road, Hale, WA15 9NT
4th Sunday, 14th after Trinity

10.45 am Holy Communion, St Mary’s (BCP)
10.45 am Café-style all-age worship in the Parish Centre
6.30 pm Said Evening Prayer, St Mary’s
6.30 pm
4 Sep
10.45 am

ACT, St Vincent’s, RC, Altrincham,
2 Bentinck Rd, Altrincham, WA14 2BP
1st Sunday, 15th after Trinity
We celebrate our Patronal Festival in St Mary’s
Oblations, The Choir

6.30 pm Evensong, (BCP) St Mary’s

Noticeboard
The Cubs, founded in 1916, celebrate their 100th
anniversary this year. The 4th Bowdon Cubs, who meet
in our Parish Centre, have spaces for boys and girls. For
information, contact the Cub Leader, Anthony Roberts,
4bsg.cubs@tiscali.co.uk, 07724 210 996.
Three local businesses—McHale Solicitors, Talent4Media
and Urban & Provincial Outdoor Advertising have each
provided sponsorship of £680 to train a volunteer to
be a Hill and Moorland Leader who can support our
Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. We extend our
warmest gratitude to them. We still have to train three
more volunteers. If you could sponsor one of them,
please contact Will Sudworth, our DofE Manager: Will@
BowdonChurch.org
Exploring Christianity, an interactive course for adults,
uses a variety of presentations, group discussion, selfreflection and video clips to encourage you to explore—
among other things—how you see your life, how you see
God, and how you see Jesus. There will be six sessions in
the autumn. For more information, please contact Ambi
Naylor, Ambi@BowdonChurch.org or Tim Borthwick,
timborth@hotmail.co.uk.

‘If you go down to St Luke’s today...’
...you’re sure of a big surprise. For every
bear that ever there was will gather there
Thursday 4 August from 2pm to 4 pm
for their annual Teddy Bears’ Picnic.
Preschool children and their siblings are warmly invited to join
them for a lovely afternoon involving games and crafts.
Contact: Alison Roberts, 07738 332 537,
alisonwomersley@hotmail.com

St Mary’s Choir singing in Chichester
From 22 to 28 August our choir and organist will be providing
all the music for services in Chichester Cathedral. If you are
on holiday in the area, it would be an opportunity to hear
inspiring music in a glorious setting; please also alert any
friends who live nearby. The choir will sing at the 5.30 pm
service of Evensong from Monday to Saturday (except
Thursday) and on Sunday 28 August at the 10 am Mattins,
the 11 am Eucharist and the 3.30 pm Evensong. We shall
all have the opportunity to hear some of the music they are
preparing for that week on Sunday 21 August during the
services in St Mary’s at 10.45 am, and at 6.30 pm when there
will be a special Choral Evensong.

Outstanding generosity

This year the Christian Aid Week house-to-house collection
in Bowdon raised a wonderful total of £6,153. Gift Aid can
be added to 58% of the donations and the reclaimed tax
will add a further £891, bringing our total to £7,044. This
is outstanding generosity and a testament to the hard work
of our team of 49 collectors who visited every home in the
parish. There was also generous giving by members of our
Bowdon church
community who
live outside the
parish.
Christian Aid’s
campaign
theme this year
was supporting
people in
Bangladesh
affected by
Some of Bowdon’s 2016 team of Christian
monsoon
Aid collectors (photo: I-Lee Millward)
flooding, who
can lose their homes and livelihoods. Our giving will help
protect their homes and make their lives more sustainable.
Heartfelt thanks go to all our team of collectors and our six
Area Organisers, and very many thanks, too, to all of our
generous givers.
Kate Stross, Christian Aid Parish Organiser

St Luke’s Fun Day
The weather was wet on the afternoon of Saturday 11 June
but that did not dampen the spirits of the many people who
joined in the wide
range of activities on
offer at St Luke’s.
From teas to tombola
and plants to local
produce, there
was something for
everyone. As well as
providing a happy
occasion for the
whole community,
the event, organised
by Linda Woods
and her Bowdon
Cares team, raised
a total of £639.09.
Ruth Humphreys and Malcolm Twist serving
Half of this sum
teas at the Fun Day (photo: John Lambie)
will go to Refugee
Action Manchester and half (£319.54) to our Parish Project
‘Redeeming our Communities’, which is based locally in
Partington.
Each week we pray for people living in the Parish
Wk/begin

We pray for:

3 Jul
10 Jul
17 Jul

St Mary’s Rd and Birchdale
Winton Rd, Winton Court, and Portland Rd
Enville Rd, Belgrave Rd, Mallory Court, Mallory Mews
and Delamer Rd
Langham Rd, The Cedars, Nields Brow, Nields Croft
and Holly Grange
Minster Drive, Abbey Close and Friars Close
Dean Drive, Bishops Close, Canon Drive
and Deacon Close
Priory Rd, Bow Lane, Merefield Court and The Gorse
Priory Street
Bollin Ave, Bollin Square and Bollin Court
Oakwood Lane and Oakwood Court

24 Jul
31 Jul
7 Aug
14 Aug
21 Aug
28 Aug
4 Sep
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