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Our new vicar
When Ian Rumsey took his driving test, he couldn’t do
a hill start. That wasn’t because he hadn’t mastered
the technique but because, in the area around the
small village in Cambridgeshire where he grew up,
there were no hills. So it’s probably not surprising that,
when he joined the Venture Scouts at the age of 16,
his adventure holidays with them began a lifetime love
of the mountains. And when he came to
choose what to study at university, it was
geology that drew him because he wanted
to understand what lay beneath his feet.

served as a curate in a group of four Cumbrian village
churches, surrounded by hills. It was during this period
that their sons Callum and Dominic were born. After
his curacy Ian became Team Vicar of Cockermouth, as
part of a large team that had the care of churches in the
market town and the surrounding farming valley.

His BSc degree from Durham led to a job as
a seismologist, working in Kent for an oil
and gas exploration company that analysed
data and presented it as a 3D picture of
the earth’s sub-structure, in regions as
diverse as Norway and the coast of North
Africa. Having made a public statement
of faith when he was confirmed at the
age of 16 and, from the age of 18 feeling
called to serve God, Ian had no difficulty in
reconciling his scientific understanding and
his Christian belief. With the eyes of faith,
he could see in the earth and its geological
history the complexity, the beauty and the
power of the created universe.

the Macclesfield archdeaconry. It was in that role that
he spoke as a guest at our Annual Meeting in April last
year. Those who were there still remember his inspiring
talk about how we can thrive as individual followers of
Christ and as a Christian community.
Little did we know then that just six months later our
vicar, the Revd Roger Preece, would leave
to become Archdeacon of St Helens and
Warrington and that we would start the lengthy
task of finding our next vicar. After national
advertisement and a rigorous selection process
led by the Bishop of Chester, we were delighted
when Ian accepted our invitation to become
the Vicar of Bowdon. The formal service of
induction will be held in St Mary’s on the
evening of Tuesday 21 June.
Ian believes that his move will suit the whole
family. Colleen works as a part-time teaching
assistant in Little Bollington CofE primary school,
less than 10 minutes away from Bowdon; she is
looking forward to playing a full part in parish
life. Now in their twenties, Callum and Dominic
will both come to live in the vicarage—the ease
of access to Manchester’s facilities apparently
contributing to its appeal.

Are
you listening to me?
It was in a Bible study group at Durham

University that Ian met his future wife,
Colleen. Having grown up without a
background of faith, Colleen became
Ian and Colleen Rumsey (photo: Katharine Perera)
a Christian at university and, after
completing her degree in modern Arabic, went on to
The family moved to Cheshire in 2004, when Ian
qualify and practise as a chartered physiotherapist.
became Vicar of Holy Trinity, Hurdsfield—a large church
After eight years in industry, Ian returned to Durham
on the east side of Macclesfield (still in sight of hills).
where, supported by Colleen, he read for a BA degree in He loved life as a parish priest and left only when, in
theology and prepared for ordination. He was ordained
2012, the Bishop of Stockport urged him to take on the
as a priest in the diocese of Carlisle in 1991 and then
newly-created role of Parish Development Officer for

The steep climb from St Luke’s in Bowdon Vale
to St Mary’s at the top of the hill may help to
keep Ian fit for the ‘regular fix of mountains’
that he needs. He says, ‘Being in the mountains
restores something in me which nothing else
does.’ Like the writer of Psalm 121, he can say:
‘I will lift up my eyes to the hills—
from where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.’
Katharine Perera

What sustains us?
Sustainability is in the news a great deal at the moment. At this
time of year we are surrounded by signs of growth and renewal
every time we step outside. This can give us the impetus to do our
part to sustain the world around us. That might involve buying local
produce or even growing our own fruit and
vegetables. It could involve changing some
of our work practices, or donating money to
charities that are focused on sustainability.
But what sustains us personally? I was asked
that question at a wedding about twelve
years ago and remember answering, ‘Erm…
watching Neighbours every day’. I then
quickly added something about the inspired
scheduling decision Radio 3 had taken that
year, to play all the works of J. S. Bach in one
go.
This question was one that I had to answer
again when I was applying to train to be a
priest. My answers were somewhat different then; they included
friends, family, books, people to pray with and my relationship with
God. I’m still very happy to admit that my relaxation habits haven’t
changed that much. However, looking back at my answers it seems
that I failed to include ‘Netflix’ on my paperwork.
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I think that what has changed for me is my understanding of what
it means to be sustained. It doesn’t just mean doing things to
unwind; finding activities that help us escape for a while from the
situations that are troubling us. It also means discovering things
that will refresh us, give us the energy to keep
going and at times the inspiration to step out
of our comfort zones.
It is the season of Easter, when Christians focus
on the resurrection of Jesus, on what that
means for transformed, abundant lives now
and on the hope it gives us for the future. If we
are to retain this sense of flourishing, of delight
in new life and hope for the future we need to
be sure that we have things that will sustain us.
This is especially important when life is difficult.
It isn’t always Easter and there are times for
all of us when we face tragic situations and
challenging circumstances.
It is vitally important to think about what sustains us, and if there
needs to be more, to take steps to put that into place. I wish you a
very Happy Easter, filled with love, refreshment and hope.
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Bowdon Festival
at St Mary’s

Saturday 14 May
7.30 pm
Allegri’s Miserere
Fauré’s Requiem
and other
European choral favourites

Bowdon Church Choir
directed by Michael Dow
St Mary’s Church,
Stamford Rd,
Bowdon WA14 2TR
Tickets: Adults £8,
Children and students free
www.bowdonfestival.co.uk
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Who is my neighbour?

Regular Sunday Services
(purple boxes)

St Mary’s

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am Matins (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
10.45 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
All Age Worship
followed by
Communion
Evensong (BCP)

6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP)
Sacred Space
Parish Centre
Zone2 (SW) and Kids’
10.45 am
Church
St Luke’s
Holy Communion (CW)
9.30 am Kids’ Church
All Age Worship

Regular Weekday Services
St Mary’s

Morsheda is a young mother of four living in
Bangladesh. She has no land, few assets and no
savings. For her family, living on low-lying islands in the
Brahmaputra River,
floods are a terrifying
part of everyday
life. The one-room,
corrugated-iron house
that she shares with
her children has been
flooded four times.

place to rebuild, keep livestock and grow crops. It could
also buy a goat, seeds and a wormery to help produce
compost –which will give her an income and a solid
foundation for a new life.

Just £250 could flood-proof Morsheda’s home, raising
it eight foot on an earth plinth, so that she has a safe

our collectors calls.

From 15 – 21 May, during
Christian Aid Week,
churches in Britain will
come together to pray,
campaign and raise money
to improve the lives of
people like Morsheda.
In Bowdon, our team
One year, her simple
of collectors aims to
house filled up to her
visit every home in the
knees with floodwater.
parish. The money we
To stay dry, and
raise for Christian Aid
keep away from the
benefits people of every
dangerous snakes that
faith – it is not about
were swarming through
Morsheda with her children in their flooded one-room home
giving to Christians or
her home, she raised
(photo: Christian Aid/Nicky Milne)
trying to convert people
her bed up on bricks.
to Christianity – it is our Christian response to the
Another year, huge waves crashed against her house,
needs of the world. Our actions this Christian Aid Week
giving her less than an hour to uproot her home and
could help change the life of our global neighbours like
scramble to safety with her children. Morsheda and
Morsheda.
her children live a precarious life. They know that the
floods will come again, and soon. But we can lift our
Please respond generously to Christian Aid week, by
neighbours like Morsheda to safety.
volunteering to help us collect or by giving when one of

8.30 am
11.30 am
8.00 pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Silent Meditation

Every weekday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday

1.30 pm

First Steps, Parish Centre

Every Thursday

St Mary’s open for visitors

Every Tuesday

Every Sunday from 3 April, 2 pm to 4 pm
Explore the beauty of the building or just enjoy the
peace.
Contact: Ann Ford, 928 0996

St Luke’s
7.00 am

Morning Prayer

BCP: Book of Common Prayer (1662)
SW: Service of the Word (2000)

CW: Common Worship (2000)

Sundays in April - May
3 Apr

1st Sunday, 2nd of Easter

10.45 am

Oblations, Wednesday Lunch members

10 Apr

2nd Sunday, 3rd of Easter

6.30 pm

Choral Evensong, Sumsion in A and ‘Blessed be
the God and Father’, S.S Wesley

17 Apr

3rd Sunday, 4th of Easter

24 Apr

4th Sunday, 5th of Easter

1 May

1st Sunday, 6th of Easter

10.45 am
8 May

Oblations, Coffee, Cake and Conversation
2nd Sunday, 7th of Easter

Choral Evensong, Stanford in C and ‘Coelos
6.30 pm ascendit hodie’, (‘Today he ascended into the
heavens’) Stanford
Ascension Day, Thursday 5 May
7.00 am Ascension morning service, St Mary’s tower

Registers
Baptisms: We welcome into God’s church family:
Harry Ryan Flint
Frederick Robert Edward Moore
Clara May Topham
Wedding: We congratulate:
Lewis John Baker and Hannah Johnston Bottomley
Funeral: We commend to God:
Edith Mary Barlow (known as Mary)

Noticeboard

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners will be held on
Wednesday 20 April at 7.30 pm in Bowdon Parish Centre.
It is open to anyone who is on the electoral roll of St Mary’s,
or who is a registered voter in the parish of Bowdon. At this
meeting the churchwardens for 2016-17 will be elected. It
is immediately followed by the Annual Parochial Church
Meeting, which can be attended by anyone on St Mary’s
electoral roll. The financial statements for 2015 will be
presented, together with reports on the work of the PCC
and the deanery synod and on changes in membership of
the electoral roll. Members of the PCC will be elected and
sidesmen appointed for the coming year.
Each week we pray for people living in the Parish
Wk/begin
3 Apr
10 Apr
17 Apr
24 Apr
1 May

We pray for:
Huxley Terrace, Vale View, Brickkiln Row,
Edale Close and Priory Court
Primrose Cottages, Primrose Bank,
Robinsway and Bailey Walk
Hall Road, Side Road, Hopkins Field and
Albanvale Close
Vale Road, Ledward Lane and Ashworth Close
Apsley Close, Apsley Grove

Forthcoming Events

Kate Stross, Parish Christian Aid Coordinator

Bowdon’s Annual DofE Awards
Congratulations to over 60 young people who received their
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards from
Police Inspector Peter Coates, Cllr Sean Anstee and DofE’s Paul
Griffiths on Sunday 13th March at St Mary’s Church, Bowdon.

St Luke’s Coffee Cabin
Mondays from 10.30 am to 12 noon
Drop in for coffee or tea and a toasted teacake or
croissant for £1.
Run by Bowdon Cares.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact Liz Taylor Hayes, 0161 928 8563

Wednesday Lunch
Wednesdays from 13 April at 12 noon
Tasty food in friendly company
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Margaret Sykes, 0161 928 9191

Friends of Bowdon Recreation Ground
Wednesday 30 March, 7.30 pm
Public meeting to set up a Friends Group: All welcome.
Bollin Primary School
Contact: Jo Wood, 07809 143249

Men’s Breakfast
Saturday 9 April, 8 am
Walk and talk: meet at Bowdon Parish Centre
Walk towards Dunham golf course
Return to Parish Centre for bacon butties and hot
drinks
Contact: Mark Oakes, mens_breakfast@btinternet.com

11 young people celebrate achieving their Gold Awards with DofE’s Paul
Griffiths and Gold Leader Chris Oughton (photo Will Sudworth)

Going from strength to strength
after 463 years
On Thursday 3 March the moment finally came when the new
Bowdon Church School building was dedicated by Bishop Libby
Lane, the Bishop of Stockport and former governor of the
school. Guests from St Mary’s and St Luke’s churches, St Peter’s
church in Hale, Trafford Council, Chester Diocese, as well as
local head teachers and many friends of the school were treated
to a tour of the school, followed by refreshments.

Transforming Lives and Communities
Saturday 9 April, 10.30 am to 2.30 pm
A meeting sponsored by the Bible Reading Fellowship
Lunch provided
Hale URC, 81 Cecil Rd, Hale, WA15 9NT
Contact: Rodney Jones, 0161 962 6483

Ladies’ Continental Breakfast
Saturday 16 April, 9 am - 10.30 am
‘Meet the beekeeper’, Canon Adrian Rhodes
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Sue Coles, lcb.bowdon@outlook.com

Eugene Halliday Association
Sunday 17 April, 2 pm
‘Prayer’, Dr Anne Hennessey
Entrance £6, including refreshments
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Eugene Halliday Association, 07917 406 689

Sunday Sessions
Sunday 17 April, 6 pm for 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm
Contemporary evening worship, open to all ages.
Starting with food, ending with an optional pub visit.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Emily and Theo Bowyer,
SundaySessions@bowdonchurch.org

Coffee, Cake and Conversation
Tuesday 19 April, 2 pm - 3.20 pm
Enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and friendly conversation
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Christine Barrat, 0161 928 4048

Bishop Libby unveils the plaque with the Head Boy and Girl, Rhys and
Emelia (photo: Willmott Dixon Construction)

Everyone then moved to the grand hall, framed by its beautiful
stained glass windows, where the guests joined all 480 pupils
for a celebration, blessing and dedication service. Following
speeches, worship songs and a thought-provoking talk by
Bishop Libby, the school choir sang, ‘Somewhere over the
rainbow’, which was most appropriate because just over two
years ago, we were only dreaming about having a lovely new
school building. The new Archdeacon of Warrington and St.
Helens and former governor, the Revd Roger Preece, led the
school in prayer and then Bishop Libby blessed the school.
After the service guests stood under the new flag as Bishop
Libby opened the curtains to reveal the new plaque, positioned
by the ones from 1806 and 1969. Another piece in the school’s
463-year history was in place.
Sharon Martin, Headteacher
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