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My vocation journey

Confirmation at St Mary’s

I first began to consider the question of a possible vocation
to the priesthood at the suggestion of other people. I initially
thought that they were crazy—partly because I already had a
vocation as a music teacher. I then had a sense during a Choral
Evensong that God was nudging me to think more seriously
about it. I knew that my faith had allowed me to experience
life in a way that nothing else had, to have ‘abundant life’, as
John puts it in his Gospel, and I realised that I wanted more
than anything to help others grow closer to God.

On Sunday 22 November, I was one of two adults
and 15 young people confirmed in St Mary’s by
Bishop Graham Dow, in an inspiring service. In his
sermon Bishop Graham presented us with three
figurative images: baptism, confirmation and
communion.

I started talking to our clergy and went on an excellent
national Vocations event. At the start of 2014 I was on a
journey, thinking idly about training, when I felt a really
powerful sense of God’s presence surrounding my thoughts.
I talked to our then vicar, Roger Preece, about this and he
sent me to a helpful diocesan event called Called to Serve and
arranged for me to meet the Diocesan Director of Ordinands
(the DDO).

Some of the candidates gave a short testimony.
Teenagers Lauren, Sophie and Emily spoke
movingly about how their lives had been turned
around through their encounter with God.
Brightline, the Message Trust band that had helped
the girls all the way, were there to cheer them on.
Then it was my turn to speak. More than four
Confirmation and baptism candidates with Bishop Graham
decades separate me from the average age of
(Photo: Robyn Cotton)
the other candidates. What had taken me so
Each of us was called forward to kneel before the
long? Wilfulness and selfishness had meant that
Bishop as he laid his hands on us, confirming us by
I wasn’t fulfilling my duty as a husband, father or
name and praying that we would receive the gift of
human being. In the end, I couldn’t even hold down
the Holy Spirit. After the congregation’s enthusiastic
a job–—I more or less gave up on life, and my wife,
welcome we received the bread and wine of holy
who had supported me through everything, was on
communion. Finally, bearing lighted candles, we
the verge of giving up too. I was lonely, miserable,
processed out of the church. It was a long service for
resentful and empty inside.
the supporters and congregation, but full not only of
A friend suggested I try the Exploring Christianity
course – so I did. I began to get a grasp of the
meaning of Jesus and the possibility of having Him as
my life companion. Then I undertook the Alpha and
Life Recovery courses. My faith grew, and I started to
be ready to accept Jesus in my life.
After the testimonies, we gathered at the font to
watch Jack, Sophie, and Lauren being baptised and
to repeat the baptismal vows that had been made on
our behalf when we were infants. The Bishop was
surprisingly delighted to splash water over everyone
within reach, to remind us of our baptism.

Ruby James and Catherine Cleghorn at the Bowdon Youth
Festival. (Photo: Will Sudworth)

Subsequently, I was given some wonderful opportunities at St
Mary’s, including the opportunity to preach. I discussed the
theology of priesthood with the DDO and reflected on the
nature of ordained ministry. The sense of what an enormous
responsibility it is made me feel completely inadequate but
I was helped by reading about Biblical characters who felt
themselves to be unworthy. One of these is the Old Testament
leader, Gideon, whose call to lead the Israelites is told in the
book of Judges, chapter 6.
In January 2015 I was interviewed by a local panel and was
approved to go forward to a Bishops’ Advisory Panel, or BAP,
at Easter. This is a three-day residential interview and the
build-up to it was fairly terrifying. The actual BAP was a lot
easier to survive than it sounded and I felt really supported by
the prayers of people in Bowdon and beyond.

Counting on Kirsten
Our Parish’s five schools—and thousands of children—
counted on Kirsten Wood hosting their carol services
in St Mary’s last month, as
well as leading some of their
Christmas assemblies. While we
recruit a vicar, Kirsten’s decision
in September 2015 to join the
church’s staff team – focusing
on Schools Development – and
to start an MA in Christian
Leadership and Theology,
couldn’t have come at a better
time.

serious intent but also of music, humour and joy.

Mike Duncombe
Young people baptised: Jack Taylor, Lauren Wilson,
Sophie Wilson
Young people confirmed: Ruby Burgess, Katie Cross,
Olivia Davey-Bashir, Chloe Glindon, Jack Glindon,
Hannah Howling, Emily Huetson, Rufus James, Benji
Lovell, Maxi Lovell, Thomas Morris, Theo Naylor,
Catherine Read, Lauren Wilson, Sophie Wilson
Adults confirmed: Mike Duncombe, Alexandra
Plunkett
her seven-week old child, Jess, which brought a
much-appreciated visit from the Revd Roger Preece,
then Vicar of Bowdon. On a voyage of discovery
fuelled by Bowdon’s Exploring
Christianity Course and summers at
a Christian Festival called New Wine,
Kirsten has now led our Friday night
youth club Underground Late, and its
team of volunteers, through five years
of growth.

In her new role, Kirsten’s focus is on
developing the relationships we have
with Bollin School, Bowdon Church
School, Altrincham Preparatory School,
and Altrincham’s Grammar Schools
So why did Kirsten move from
for Boys and Girls. Kirsten explains,
After the longest eight-day wait ever, I found out that I was
being a solicitor, specialising
‘It would be wonderful if more of
recommended for training. I chose to do full-time mixed-mode in commercial litigation, to
our young people and their families
training at St Mellitus, which is based in Liverpool. The college working for our church? She
Kirsten Wood and Erin Parle leading
connect or reconnect with their faith
is like our parish in that there are people from an exciting
Big Club at Bowdon Church School
grew up in the Christian faith,
and perhaps come along to church or
variety of Anglican traditions. This is reflected and celebrated
initially with influence from
a
youth
group.
We have exciting plans for events in
in the teaching and worship. The combination of training,
both Methodist and Baptist churches, and then within the future involving guest speakers, music bands and
academic study and the work in the parish that I am able to do a Church of England Sunday School until she was
Interfaith Q&A sessions.’
is wonderful, as it allows interaction between the theoretical
14. Yet, during her late teenage years and twenties,
and the practical, with reflection on both areas, which for me she tells us that ‘while always considering myself a
If you would like to know more, do get in touch at
is invaluable.
Kirsten@BowdonChurch.org.
Christian, I felt disconnected and turned off by God.’
Catherine Cleghorn, Ordinand Everything changed during a week in hospital with
Will Sudworth, Parish Development Manager
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Double Diamond Challenge
Our church’s Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) group has set itself an unusual New Year’s
Resolution: a Double Diamond challenge of supporting over 120 young people
through their expeditions to celebrate the Diamond (60th) Anniversary of the
national Award Scheme.

the costs to parents associated with using commercial suppliers.
Would people volunteer? How would we find the money for the extra kit and the
extra storage space? How realistic were we being?

The good news is
that we’re off to
a great start. In
November a local
firm of architects
unexpectedly gave
us £1,000 towards
qualifications,
and in December
almost all of our
60 new adult
volunteers joined
us for a meal,
We hoped that our
2016 DofE volunteer team with Will Sudworth (centre) (photo: Georgie Hobbs)
mulled wine and
scheme would continue
a training session
to be popular, but even
together. The young people start their DofE scheme with us this month.
we were surprised when over 180 young people applied to join our new intake this
year. The organising team couldn’t face turning away almost as many as we would
If you can help us with our Double Diamond Challenge, then please contact me:
be taking on, but the maths was simple: more numbers would require more adult
Will@BowdonChurch.org.
volunteers and more kit, including tents. We also didn’t want to lose our focus on
Will Sudworth, DofE Manager
training volunteers in the Hill and Moorland Leaders qualification in order to reduce
Last year, Bowdon’s DofE
group helped 107 young
people to complete
their expeditions and
work towards their full
award, with our first two
participants receiving
their Gold Awards from
the Duke of Edinburgh
himself at St James’s
Palace.

Regular Sunday Services

Forthcoming Events

(purple boxes)

St Mary’s

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30 am Matins (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
10.45 am

Wednesday Lunch
From Wednesday 6 January
Tasty food in friendly company
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Margaret Sykes, 0161 928 9191

Bowdon Lecture Society

Holy Communion (BCP)

Evensong (BCP)
6.30 pm Choral Evensong (BCP)
Sacred Space

Men’s Breakfast

Parish Centre
Zone2 (SW) and Kids’
10.45 am
Church

Saturday 9 January, 8 am - 9.30 am
Speaker to be confirmed
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Mark Oakes, mens_breakfast@btinternet.com

St Luke’s
Holy Communion (CW)
9.30 am Kids’ Church
All Age Worship

Sunday Sessions

Regular Weekday Services
St Mary’s

Sunday 10 January, 6 pm for 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm
Contemporary evening worship, open to all ages.
Starting with food and ending with an optional pub
visit.
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Emily and Theo Bowyer,
SundaySessions@BowdonChurch.org

8.30 am
11.30 am
8.00 pm

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion (BCP)
Silent Meditation

Every weekday
Every Wednesday
Every Wednesday

1.30 pm

First Steps, Parish Centre

Every Thursday

Saturday 16 January, 9 am - 10.30 am
‘Do you need to wear sandals to be a bell-ringer?’
David White, Tower Captain, St Mary’s
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Sue Coles, lcb.bowdon@outlook.com

Morning Prayer

Every Tuesday

Eugene Halliday Association

St Luke’s

BCP: Book of Common Prayer (1662)
SW: Service of the Word (2000)

CW: Common Worship (2000)

Sundays in January - February
3 Jan
10.45 am
10 Jan
10.45 am
6.30 pm

1st Sunday, Epiphany
Oblations: The PCC
2nd Sunday: Baptism of Christ
1st of Epiphany
Whole Church Communion
Choral Evensong, Howells Gloucester Service
and ‘The Three Kings’, Cornelius

17 Jan
24 Jan

3rd Sunday, 2nd of Epiphany
4th Sunday, 3rd of Epiphany

31 Jan

5th Sunday, Presentation of Christ in the
Temple (Candlemas)

10.45 am Oblations: The Art Group
7 Feb

1st Sunday, Sunday before Lent

10.45 am Oblations: Cell Group
Each week we pray for people living in the Parish
Wk/begin
3 Jan
10 Jan
17 Jan
24 Jan
31 Jan

One of our young people recently left the UK as part of a BMS
(Baptist Missionary Society) World Mission Action Team. Jess
Oughton and her team are spending six months in Mizoram in
India helping the local church there. Excited about this young
team, who will visit us for a week in May, we asked Jess to
write a report that would enable us to share some of their
experiences. Ed.

Monday 4 January, 7.30 pm for 8 pm
‘Rose’s Lime Juice Cordial and the island of Dominica’,
Zoe Barker
Monday 1 February, 7.30 pm for 8 pm
‘Bolivia—from salt flats to silver mines’, Dr Paul Hindle
Altrincham Boys’ Preparatory School, Marlborough Rd
Contact: Beryl Hunwick, 0161 928 3644

All Age Worship
followed by
Communion

7.00 am

Mission in Mizoram

We pray for:
Bow Green Rd, Bow Green Mews,
Dunham Mews
Stanhope Rd, Marlow Drive
Blueberry Rd, Eyebrook Rd, Barry Rise
Businesses in our parish
Wolsey Drive, Kings Acre, Courteney Place

Ladies’ Continental Breakfast

Sunday 17 January, 2.15 pm
‘The four Gospels,’ Margaret Littler
Entrance £6, including refreshments
St Luke’s Church, Vicarage Lane
Contact: Eugene Halliday Association, 07917 406 689

Coffee, Cake and Conversation
Tuesday 19 January, 2 pm - 3.20 pm
Enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and friendly conversation
Bowdon Parish Centre
Contact: Christine Barrat, 0161 928 4048

Noticeboard

St Luke’s, in the heart of Bowdon Vale, provides a
superb flexible space for a variety of purposes such as
exercise classes, art groups, drama and dance clubs. It
is also a very versatile venue for meetings and children’s
parties. It is conveniently situated with plenty of free
parking nearby. The rates are very competitive so if you
would like to discuss opportunities or arrange to look
around, please call Kay on 0161 929 1537 or email
admin@bowdonchurch.org.
Chester Cathedral is having a Candlemas
celebration on Sunday 31 January at 6.30 pm. This
commemorates the occasion when Mary and Joseph
travelled to Jerusalem for the ritual presentation of the
infant Jesus in the temple. The elderly Simeon held the
baby in his arms and called him ‘a light to the world’.
After this story has been celebrated with readings and
music, everyone will journey through the building in a
candlelit procession towards a giant cross in the darkness
of the nave. The service will end silently in the spirit of
the Nunc Dimittis—Simeon’s prayer, ‘Lord, now lettest
thou thy servant depart in peace’. All are welcome.

Jess (centre) with team mates Elizabeth Starr and Susannah Greenhalgh
in Mizoram

Mizoram is a small state in the northeast of India, although it
is often easy to forget that we are in India at all. With its own
distinct culture, the Mizo people would call themselves Mizos
first and Indians second. Unlike the salwar kamiz and sari of the
plains, the traditional dress is called a puan, the Mizo language
uses the Roman alphabet rather than that of Hindi, and the only
spice that features in the food is a dash of turmeric in their dhal.
The most significant aspect of Mizo culture is a sense of
togetherness, both within the family and the church. The
community is tight-knit and supportive. People drop round for
cups of tea with no prior notice and news travels extremely fast,
meaning that our every move is known within minutes.
Every generation of a family lives under one roof, so when
visiting friends we are often introduced to their parents and
grandparents as well as a variety of nephews, nieces, cousins
and uncles. This blend of old and new has created a society that,
while still holding its traditional values, wants to try and emulate
the things they see in the increasingly available western media.
Our main work here may be teaching English to the children
but we have quickly come to realise that there is another way in
which God may be using us: to show that it is possible for young
people to live out Christian values in a modern world while still
respecting the traditions we come from.
Jess Oughton

Bowdon Youth Festival returns
The Bowdon Youth Festival will take place for the fourth time
from Thursday 4 to Sunday 7 February. Performance classes range
from organ, brass, piano, strings and woodwind through solo
and choral singing to drama and poetry. Several events may be
of particular interest to the general public; the timetable can be
found at www.bowdonfestival.co.uk. Entry is by programme,
£3, which can be used throughout the weekend. Please visit
reception in the Parish Centre to purchase a programme and to
be directed to the venue—St Mary’s or the Parish Centre.
Contact: Susan Sinagola, susan@bowdonfestival.co.uk.

Registers
Samuel Robert Bexon
Jack Taylor
George Fraser Wilde

Baptisms
We welcome into God’s church family:
Iris Hawcroft-Adams
Lauren Wilson

Lily-Rae Hollick
Sophie Wilson
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